Invitation for Comment on Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone
Shared Path at Ngauranga to Petone.
The Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone Shared Path is a Listed
Project under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act
2020
Application Name:

Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone Shared Path

EPA Reference:

FTC000001

Applicant:

New Zealand Transport Agency

Comments due by:

11 December 2020

Accessing the application:

The full application and supporting documents can be
viewed on the EPA website, which can be accessed here:

https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/listedprojects/te-ara-tupua/

An application for resource consents and noticess of requirement has been made by New Zealand
Transport Agency under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 for Te Ara Tupua
– Ngauranga to Petone shared path.
To comment on the Te Ara Tupua application and noticess of requirement using the form below,
please fill in the details and:
o

Email the form to tearatupuafasttrack@epa.govt.nz. Please mark in the subject line: “Comments
on Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone Shared Path” (Your name/organisation) by 11
December 2020; or

o

Post the form to Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone Shared Path, Environmental Protection
Authority, Private Bag 63002, Waterloo Quay, Wellington 6140 in time for the form to be received
by the 11 December 2020; or

o

Deliver in person to Environmental Protection Authority, Grant Thornton House, Level 10, 215
Lambton Quay, Wellington by 11 December 2020. Please note that due to potential changes in
COVID-19 Alert Levels our reception may not be open to the public. We suggest phoning ahead
to check.

Comments must be received by the EPA, on behalf of the Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone
Expert Consenting Panel, no later than 11 December 2020.
If your comment is not received by the EPA by 11 December 2020 the Panel is not required to
consider your comment (although it may decide to). Under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2020 there is no right to seek a waiver of the time limit.

If you are an iwi authority you may share the consent application with hapū whose rohe is in the
project area in the application, and choose to include comments from the hapū with any comments
you may wish to provide.

Important information
Your personal information will be held by the EPA and used in relation to the Te Ara Tupua –
Ngauranga to Petone shared path consent application and notices of requirment process. You have
the right to access and correct personal information held by the EPA.
A copy of your comments, including all personal information, will be provided to the Expert Consenting
Panel and the applicant.
All comments received on the application will be available on the EPA website.
If you are a corporate entity making comments on this application, your full contact details will be
publicly available. For individuals, your name will be publicly available but your contact details (phone
number, address, and email) will not be publicly available.
Please do not use copyright material without the permission of the copyright holder.
All information held by the EPA is subject to the Official Information Act 1982.
More information on the fast-track consenting process can be found at https://www.epa.govt.nz/fasttrack-consenting/about/.

Comment on the Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone shared path
Fast Track Application
1. Contact Details
Please ensure that you have authority to comment on the application on behalf of those named on this form.

Organisation name (if relevant):

Powerco Limited

First name:*

Gary

Last name:*

Scholfield

Postal address:

PO Box 13 075, Tauranga 3141

Home phone / Mobile phone*:

(027) 598 4145

Email*: (A valid email address
enables us to communicate
efficiently with you)

planning@powerco.co.nz

Work phone*:

(07) 928 5659

All sections of this form with an asterisk (*) are mandatory.
2. We will email you draft conditions of consent/notices of requirement for your comment.*

✓

I can receive emails and my email address is
correct

I cannot receive emails and my postal address
is correct.

3. Please provide your comments on the Te Ara Tupua – Ngauranga to Petone shared path
Application
1.

These comments are made by Powerco Limited (Powerco) on the notice of requirements and resource
consents lodged by Waka Kotahi (NZ Transport Agency) to enable the construction of the Te Ara Tupua –
Ngauranga to Petone shared path.

2.

Powerco is New Zealand’s second largest gas and electricity distribution company and has experience
with energy distribution in New Zealand spanning more than a century. The Powerco network spreads
across the upper and lower central North Island servicing over 440,000 consumers. This represents 46% of
the gas connections and 16% of the electricity connections in New Zealand. These consumers are served
through Powerco assets including over 30,000 kilometres of electricity lines and over 6,200 kilometres of
gas pipelines.

3.

Powerco is neutral as to whether or not the Notice of Requirements are confirmed and the resource
consents granted. However, Powerco seeks to ensure that the works associated with the shared path do
not affect the ongoing operation, maintenance or access to its gas network.

4.

Powerco has natural gas infrastructure within Wellington and Petone, adjacent to and within the project
area. In particular, between chainage 4900 and 5000 (as shown on Sheet 14 of the ‘Existing Utilities

3

Plans’), Powerco has critical natural gas infrastructure crossing the rail corridor and a building located on
Hutt Road. This building houses a District Regulator Station (DRS) which is an installation designed to
reduce the pressure of gas for use by customers within a particular area. We also have an above ground
vent located in this area.
5.

It is noted that the information shown on sheet 14 is not complete as it relates to Powerco assets. I have
attached a recent asset map (Attachment A) which identifies all Powerco assets within this area.
Furthermore, we have a bond wire in the area (not shown in Attachment A) that connects the
intermediate pressure pipeline to an earthing anode bed located in the centre of the roundabout.

6.

The Powerco DRS and vent appear to be either on the edge of or within the designation boundary. We
are uncertain whether the construction of the shared path or enabling works would impact these existing
assets. These assets are identified on the aerial and streetview image below:

Powerco DRS

Sourced from Existing Utilities Sheet 14 Of 16. Powerco DRS Highlighted.

Powerco DRS

Powerco Vent

Powerco DRS and Vent on Hutt Road. Source Google Streetview.
7.

In order to maintain the integrity of these assets, surety of supply and the health and safety of those
working within the area, Powerco requests that prior to works commencing, the gas assets are located
and demarcated. Any works likely to encroach within 3m of our assets (or that require relocation) will
need to be discussed with Powerco in the first instance.

8.

Accordingly, Powerco seeks a condition on the Notice of Requirement to ensure that its existing assets
that may be affected by the work are protected so that we are able to continue to operate, maintain and
access them within the project area. Some suggested wording is as follows:
•

9.

Prior to the commencement of any site works associated with the project, the requiring authority shall
accurately identify the location of existing underground network utilities (www.beforeudig.co.nz).
Construction plans must identify the locations of the existing network utilities and appropriate physical
indicators must be placed on the ground showing specific surveyed locations. All construction
personnel, including contractors, are to be made aware of the presence and location of the various
existing network utilities which traverse, or are in close proximity to the project area, and the
restrictions in place in relation to those existing network utilities.

Powerco appreciates the opportunity to provide input to this project. Through the suggested condition
above, Powerco seeks to ensure that its existing assets that may be affected by the work are protected so
that we are able to continue to operate, maintain and access them within the project area.

10. Powerco would be pleased to discuss any of the matters raised above. If you have any queries or require

additional information please contact Gary Scholfield on (07) 928 5659 or via email
planning@powerco.co.nz.
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