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Comment on the Papakainga Development — Rapaki,
Christchurch, Fast-track Application

Please ensure that you have authority to comment on the application on behalf of those named on this form.
Organisation name (if relevant):

- Director-General of Conservation

First name: (Contact person)

Amy

Last name:

Robinson

Postal address:

Private Rag 3072
Hamilton 3240

Home phone / Mobile phone:

+64 27 567 2408

Email:

arobinson@doc.govt.nz

n

I can receive emails and my email address is
correct

Work phone:

I

+64 27 567 2408

I cannot receive emails and my postal
address is correct.

I
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Background
The application is to establish a Papakainga / Kainga Nohoanga development of ten residential units
and one community shared use facility, on a property at 2 Rapaki Drive, Rapaki, Christchurch. The
proposed residential units will replace four aged residential units which are in poor condition and in
need of continued repair and maintenance, and which are no longer fit for purpose. It is intended that
kaumatua and kuia (elders) will live in the units, allowing them to reside close to Te Wheke Marae,
his/her ancestral urupa and whanau. The proposal will enable mana whenua to re-settle on their
ancestral lands, rebuilding their whakapapa relationships with their Marae, urupa and turangawaewae.
The combined floor area of the development is approximately 700m2. The proposed development will
require approximately 500m3 of cut and 50m3 of fill. The majority of the earthworks required are not
related to the construction of the units; rather relate to the retaining walls, the entrance into the
Papakainga Development from Rapaki Drive, and the car parking area.
There is a small watercourse, the 'hill waterway', adjacent to the site. The applicant proposes that
erosion and sediment controls will be in place to ensure no adverse effects on surface water bodies.
The site is not located within an outstanding natural feature or landscape.
The application site forms part of the property legally described as Part Rapaki Maori Reserve 875 33
Block. The landowner is a Maori Trust, Te Runanga O Rapaki Trust Board (Te Mahi Korowai Trust).
The land zoning under the Christchurch District Plan deems this development a non-complying activity.
The site is not on, or neighbouring, any Public Conservation Land, nor is it within the Coastal
Environment.
The site is a potential habitat for lizards, but there is no mention of any investigation or survey being
completed in this regard.
The project is listed in Schedule 2 of the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020, so no
comments on the eligibility of the project for the fast track process are required. The considerations for
the determination of the application are those set out for Listed Projects in clauses 29 and 30 of
Schedule 6 of the Act, and the application can only be declined on the grounds set out in clause 34. If
consent is granted, conditions can be imposed in accordance with clause 35.

Preparation of comments
These comments have been prepared with input from DOC staff from the local area, and from
specialist staff with expertise in the areas of freshwater ecology, terrestrial ecology, resource
management planning, and law. Given the timeframe and the fact that the invitation is for comments,
the response is not as detailed or structured as would be the case for hearing evidence. However, if
there are any matters where the Panel would like further information, or has questions, then staff are
available to respond as required.
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Comments
General matters
Overall
comment

After evaluating the application, internal databases, and given the proposed
measures to mitigate any potential environmental impact, I am comfortable that
the proposal will not have any significant impact to any conservation or
environmental values for which the Department is responsible.

Adequacy of information
Given the size of the area, its current use, the purpose of the proposed
application, and DOC's knowledge of the area, I consider the level of information
provided is appropriate to make informed comments.
Freshwater effects
In my view the application will not have adverse effects on freshwater habitat or
species. This is based on there being no proposed earthworks or buildings
within the specified 10-metre setback from the 'hill waterway'; that the
stormwater will be managed through erosion and sediment controls ensuring that
no contaminants (sediment) enter the waterway during construction; and that no
contaminated stormwater discharge to ground or to the Christchurch City Council
reticulated stormwater system.
Terrestrial ecology
The site is not located within an area of outstanding natural feature or landscape,
or within Public Conservation Land.
I suggest a lizard survey of the site be undertaken by a suitable expert prior to
any works being undertaken. If indigenous lizards are found to be present, then
a Lizard Management Plan should be developed and the appropriate
authorisations sought under the Wildlife Act 1953.
1 support the use of locally sourced native plants which will provide for an easy
blend with the local environment, but also ensuring Ngai Tahu values and
heritage are reflected and maintained at the site.
Effects on Mana Whenua, People and the Wider Community
Section 4 of the
Conservation
Act

DOC has obligations under section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 to give effect
to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. Likewise, the Covid-19 Recovery
(Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020 requires all persons performing functions and
exercising powers under it to act in a manner that is consistent with the principles
of the Treaty of Waitangi and Treaty settlements.
I acknowledge the cultural evaluations and consultation with Treaty Partners that
has been undertaken to date and encourage the applicant to continue in the
same manner.
I am supportive of this application insofar that it provides an avenue for mana
whenua to continue to have a close connection with their ancestral lands, and
exercise values such as kaitiakitanga, whanaungatanga, tikanga and
manaakitanga over their whenua and within their community.
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