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_
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Accessing the application:

The Matawii Water Storage Reservoir Fast-track application
can be accessed here :

https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/listed-

projects/matawii-water-storage-reservoir/application/

To commenton the Matawii Water Storage Reservoir application using the form below,pleasefill in
the details and:
e

Email the form to matawiifasttrack@epa.govt.nz

Please markin the subject line: “Comments on Matawii Fast Track Application (Your
name/organisation)”; or
e

Post the form to Matawii Fast-track Application, Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag
63002, Waterloo Quay, Wellington 6140. Please ensure adequate time is given for the form to be
received in time; or

e

Deliver in person to Environmental Protection Authority, Grant Thornton House, Level 10, 215
Lambton Quay, Wellington. Please note that due to potential changes in COVID-19 Alert Levels
our reception may not be opento the public. We suggest phoning ahead to check.

Comments mustbe received by the EPA, on behalf of the Panel, on 21 September 2020.
If your commentis not received by the EPA on 21 September 2020 the Panel is not required to
consider your comment(although it may decide to). Under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2020 thereis no right to seek a waiver of the time limit.
If you are an iwi authority you may share the consent application with hapU whoserohe is in the
project area in the application, and choose to include comments from the hapt with any comments
you may wish to provide.

Important information
Your personal information will be held by the EPA and usedin relation to the Matawii Water Storage

Reservoir application process. You have the right to access and correct personal information held by
the EPA. A copy of your comments, including all personal information, will be provided to the Matawii
Expert Consenting Panel and the applicant.

All comments received on the application will be available on the EPA website.
If you are a company making comments on this application, your full business contact details will be
publicly available. For individuals, your name and any information you provide may be publicly
available. Your contact details (phone number, address, and email) will not be publicly available.
Please do not use copyright material without the permission of the copyright holder.
All information held by the EPAis subject to the Official Information Act 1982.
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Comment on the Matawii Water Storage Reservoir,
Kaikohe, Fast-track Application

Please complete all parts of this form
The Matawii Water Storage Reservoir, Kaikohe, Fast-track application can be accessed here
1.

Contact Details

Please ensure that you have authority to commenton the application on behalf of those namedonthis form.

Organisation name(if relevant):

Top Energy Limited

First name:

Paul

Last name:
Postal address:
Home phone Mobile phone:
Email:

Doherty

PO Box 43, Kerikeri 0245
09 401 5440

Work phone:

Paul.Doherty@topenergy.co.nz

2. We will email you draft conditions of consent for your comment aboutthis application.
https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/listed-projects/matawii-water-storagereservoir/application/
C]
X

| can receive emails and my email addressis
correct

[J

| cannot receive emails and my postal
addressis correct.

3.

Please provide your comments on the Matawii Water Storage Reservoir, Kaikohe

Fast-track Application

If you need more space, please attach additional pages. Please include your name, page numbers and Matawii
Water Storage Reservoir, Kaikohe, Fast-track Application on the additional pages

Please refer to our submission attached on Top Energy letterhead

Thank you for your comments

EPA Reference: FTC000016

Dear Sir/Madam

COMMENTS ON MATAWII WATER STORAGE RESERVOIR, KAIKOHE

Thank you for inviting Top Energy Limited (Top Energy) to comment on the consent application
for the Matawii Water Storage Reservoir by the Te Tai Tokerau Water Trust (LP16) under the
COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-Track Consenting) Act 2020.
Whilst Top Energy supports the prosperity and economic benefit that the reservoir will bring to
Northland, we have concerns regarding its current design and planning features. It is for this
reason that Top Energy will be unable to support the proposed consent application, if it is to
remain in its current form. Our reasons for this are as follows;
Top Energy Assets
Top Energy has concern about the integrity and safety of its assets downstream of the proposed
reservoir in the event of dam spill, breach or failure. 110kV power lines, 33kV power cable and
fibre optic cable all cross the Kopenui Stream below the reservoir. Should the Kopenui stream
flood from dam spill, breach or failure, these assets could be damaged or at least compromised.
As an overview, the 110kV line is the only means of transmission of electricity for Ngawha
Generation Plants 4 and 5. The loss of this line would result in lost revenue of $60,000 per day
until it is repaired, and a potential increase to $120,000 per day by 2024.
In addition to the above, by 2024 the Ngawha 110kV line will also become the secondary supply
to Waipapa, Kerikeri and the eastern district. Loss of this secondary line will reduce the security
of electricity supply to 8500 customers.
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In terms of the 33kV cable, this is the back-up sub transmission circuit for Ngawha Generation
Plants 1, and 3. Loss of this cable would result in Ngawha Generation’s line security been
significantly reduced and should the primary circuit also fail, lead to the potential loss of
revenue.
Finally, the two fibre optic cables along the 110kV line route and 33kV cable provide back-up
communication and control to Ngawha. Without these in place, our communication networks
with Ngawha will be severely compromised.
Due to the above risks, we recommend that they are further assessed and addressed (i.e.
mitigated) by the proposed reservoir design and operation. Top Energy would also need to be
advised of any mitigation measures that we would need to apply, to reduce the risks posed by
any abnormal operation or failure of the reservoir.
To assist you with your review, please find attached in Appendix 1, an amended copy of the
Matawii Reservoir Offset and Compensation Plan – Draft. The amendments include the correct
location of our 110kV line (in bold yellow), the location of our 33kV lines (in yellow dash) and
the location of our 33kV Switching Station and VHF Radio Site (as identified by a turquoise
square).
Access to our VHF Site
Currently, Top Energy have a signed Agreement in place with the current landowners of Lot 1
DP 196320, Far North Holdings Limited. One section of the Agreement specifies that “access
rights to the VHF Station which the electricity sub transmission line serves, with access to such
line to be such means and across such land as agreed between the parties (acting reasonably)”.
Due to the contour of the land and rocky terrain, the most suitable access route to the VHF
Station is by utilising the existing farm track. Unfortunately, the existing farm track runs through
the middle of the proposed reservoir.
To provide you with a visual overview, please refer to the Matawii Reservoir Offset and
Compensation Plan – Draft (attached as Appendix 1). The existing farm track is identified as a
black dashed line.
As per the Agreement with Far North Holdings Limited, the access route to the VHF Station is
yet to be finalised. However, we believe it is necessary that we advise you of the existing
agreement, so that you are aware of the implications it may have on the reservoir proposal and
subsequently, this consent application.
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In summary, we thank you for the opportunity to provide comment towards the consent
application and look forward to your feedback and response.
We wish to again reiterate that if the proposed consent application is to remain in its current
form, Top Energy will be unable to support it. However, we understand the economic benefit
and prosperity it can bring to Northland, so remain committed to working towards a viable
solution together.
If you have any queries and concerns, please feel free to contact our Property Advisor, Taryn
Collins on taryn.collins@topenergy.co.nz

Yours sincerely

Paul Doherty
General Manager Finance
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Appendix 1: Matawii Reservoir Offset and Compensation Plan – Draft (Altered
Plan)
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