Comments on Matawii Water Storage Reservoir, Kaikohe, a
listed project under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2020
Application Name:

Matawii Water Storage Reservoir, Kaikohe

EPA Reference:

FTC000016

Applicant:

Te Tai Tokerau Water Trust

Comments due by:

21 September 2020

Accessing the application:

The Matawii Water Storage Reservoir Fast-track application
can be accessed here :
https://www.epa.govt.nz/fast-track-consenting/listedprojects/matawii-water-storage-reservoir/application/

To comment on the Matawii Water Storage Reservoir application using the form below, please fill in
the details and:


Email the form to matawiifasttrack@epa.govt.nz



Please mark in the subject line: “Comments on Matawii Fast Track Application (Your
name/organisation)”; or



Post the form to Matawii Fast-track Application, Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag
63002, Waterloo Quay, Wellington 6140. Please ensure adequate time is given for the form to be
received in time; or



Deliver in person to Environmental Protection Authority, Grant Thornton House, Level 10, 215
Lambton Quay, Wellington. Please note that due to potential changes in COVID-19 Alert Levels
our reception may not be open to the public. We suggest phoning ahead to check.

Comments must be received by the EPA, on behalf of the Panel, on 21 September 2020.
If your comment is not received by the EPA on 21 September 2020 the Panel is not required to
consider your comment (although it may decide to). Under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2020 there is no right to seek a waiver of the time limit.
If you are an iwi authority you may share the consent application with hapū whose rohe is in the
project area in the application, and choose to include comments from the hapū with any comments
you may wish to provide.
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Important information
Your personal information will be held by the EPA and used in relation to the Matawii Water Storage
Reservoir application process. You have the right to access and correct personal information held by
the EPA. A copy of your comments, including all personal information, will be provided to the Matawii
Expert Consenting Panel and the applicant.
All comments received on the application will be available on the EPA website.
If you are a company making comments on this application, your full business contact details will be
publicly available. For individuals, your name and any information you provide may be publicly
available. Your contact details (phone number, address, and email) will not be publicly available.
Please do not use copyright material without the permission of the copyright holder.
All information held by the EPA is subject to the Official Information Act 1982.

of an accidental discovery protocol from an archaeological authority is attached. To ensure that those
working on the site are familiar with the protocols, it would be useful to have the ADP also included in
the site management plan.
Recommendation: the site management plan should include a copy of the archaeological
authority and associated accidental discovery protocol.
Attached: example of an accidental discovery protocol
Post-1900 archaeology
There is the potential for the discovery of post-1900 archaeological material related to use of the site
during World War II. While this material would not be protected under the Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga Act, it is considered to be “historic heritage” under the definition in the RMA Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga provides the attached documentation on the World War II 31st Field
Company, Engineers Camp, Ngawha which was situated on Record of Title NA118B/580. There is the
possibility of unexploded ordinances, and features being buried on this land that contractors need to
be aware of if undertaking any earthworks in this area. We bring this to your attention.
Attached: 31st Field Company, Engineers Camp, Ngawha Inventory Report
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GPS coordinates

35°23'38.29"S
173°50'7.95"E

Extent

Area 29.7363

Constructed by:

PWD in 1942

Owners

Grazing North Ltd

Local Authority

Far North District Council

Summary
Ngawha Engineers Camp
“The engineers were the army’s skilled tradesmen, maintaining communications,
railways, roads, water supply, bridges and transport, as well as building fortifications
and maintaining weapons. Their overall aim was to assist the movement of friendly
forces and obstruct the movement of enemy forces.” -https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/specialist-units/engineers
When in early 1942, New Zealand planners looked forward into a very immediate
future of war with a Japanese invasion force, the Bay of Islands seemed to be the
landing, and the first fight would take place there, but defence in depth meant roads,
bridges, air strips, and the maintenance of all those, under combat conditions. And so
the 31st Field Company of New Zealand Engineers were placed at Ngawha, a few miles
from Kaikohe, where regular troops were held in reserve, and for training, and where
there was an air strip to be built, and bridges to be built or reinforced to military
specification along planned lines of defence.
As everywhere else in the North, under that emergency following the declarations of
war exchanged with Japan in December 1941, Public Works Department began work
on the site almost immediately, in 1942, though the date is not known. 31st Engineers
Company did not occupy the site until 16 June 1943. No one could have known that
about the same time events in the Coral Sea and Guadalcanal would deprive the
Japanese of resources and momentum to complete their plan to remove the powers
of the West from the Pacific, which they had quietly promised native peoples since
the beginning of the 20th century. By the end of that year, the end of the threat was
recognized,
Ngawha Camp had 28 buildings which consisted of 22 8 man huts, 6 2 man huts and
13 service buildings giving a total of 41 buildings. The camp was built for the 31st field
engineers. Service buildings were either demolished or transferred back to the PWD
and the accommodation huts destined for overseas for the air force. The date the
camp was closed is not known. Some of the buildings were sold off 27 January 1944,
in a settlement with a farmer. [See receipt image] The buildings were all cleared from
the site by 6 June 1945. [See final document image: WARB Authorization].
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Ngawha Camp had 28 buildings which consisted of 22 8 man huts, 6 2 man huts and 13
service buildings giving a total of 41 buildings. The camp was built for the 31 st field
engineers. Service buildings were either demolished or transferred back to the PWD and
the accommodation huts destined for overseas for the air force.
Ref from Archives’ New Zealand.

Other Names

Not Known

Of Maori Interest

Not Known

Key Dates

Date: Description Not Known Probably 1942
Date: Description Buildings removed 1944-45

Former Uses

Farm land for grazing

Current Uses

Farm Land for Grazing.

Interests of
owners

None

Current Protection
Measures

None.

Recommendation

None

Attachments
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Research reference Archives New Zealand
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