3rd March 2022
Via Email: kopu.fastrack@epa.govt.nz
Ms Vanessa Hamm
Mr Paul Cooney
Ms Catherine Watene
Members of the Expert Consenting Panel
Environmental Protection Authority
Grant Thornton House, Level 10
215 Lambton Quay
Wellington, New Zealand 6011
Dear Ms Hamm , Mr Cooney, and Ms Watene:
Re:

Kōpū Marine Precinct Expert Consenting Panel – Draft Conditions of Consent
for Kōpū Marine Precinct – Option 2

Thank you for inviting us to comment on the draft conditions of consent in respect to the above-noted
project.
Firstly, we want to confirm how delighted we are at your recognition of the merits of Option 2. This will
make a significant difference to the benefits which will accrue to Kopu, the marine industry, and all those
who will access this new facility.
We do not see significant issues with the draft conditions of consent, however we respectfully request that
you consider increasing the “lapse period” from two to five years. This is due to the current unstable
environment here in New Zealand and further afield.
In addition to this letter, we’re also including f eedback f rom a f ew of our key stakeholders.
Thank you again f or inviting our comments.
Kind regards,
On behalf of the Board of the Thames Business Association and its members,

Warren Sly
Chair
Ph 021 772 351

Sue Lewis-O’Halloran
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran
Chief Executive Officer
Ph 027 387 7549
Email: manager@thamesbusiness.co.nz

Thames Volunteer Coastguard Inc.
P.O.Box 504
Thames 3540
1 March 2022
To Whom it may concern
Thames Volunteer Coastguard Inc. fully endorses the adoption of Option 2 for the redevelopment of
the Kopu Marine Precinct. While there are greater economic benefits that will accruing from Option 2
due to the increased number of users, our concerns are focused on health and safety issues.
Due to both our experience as a user and our observations of other users, it is our firm belief that the
current facilities present a risk to the safety of all operators. These risks remain with Option 1 and are
only mitigated under Option 2.
In particular, these risks have increased in recent years with greater use of the facility by trailer boats.
This increase in risk is, in our experience, for these reasons:
• At most stages of the tide there is a swift current flowing making vessel operations difficult. As
there is no pontoon planned it is necessary for crew members to enter the water and the
current. This makes night operations particularly challenging.
• Due to congestion at other ramps in the district trailer boat users have “discovered” Kopu
increasing the number of users and creating a higher potential for harm. Under Option 1 this is
further exasperated by the deletion of the proposed trailer boat ramp meaning increased
numbers of these users will be competing with larger vessels to use the same facilities. This
brings its own health and safety issues.
• The increase in trailer boat users has had a proportional increase in Coastguard operations and
Coastguard use of this facility has increased significantly including night operations. As Kopu is
the only “all-tide” facility south of Waikawau it is often used in less than ideal and often risky
situations. Under Option 1 Coastguard’s ability to use the facility in an emergency or urgent
callout could be compromised by the commercial ramp being blocked by other users.
In addition to obvious economic benefits, Thames Coastguard views the current project as an
opportunity to eliminate the risks to current users and the users of this facility in the future.
Thank-you for this opportunity to comment on this project and we trust that our concerns will be
alleviated during the design and construction process.
Yours faithfully
SE Mansell
President
Thames Coastguard Inc.

Thames Volunteer Coastguard Inc.
P.O. Box 504, Thames.
www.nzcoastguard.org.nz
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fabian.steel
Sue Lewis-O"Halloran
Kopu Marine draft conditions Option 2
Monday, 28 February 2022 4:14:14 pm

To whom this may concern.
As a tennant/business owner for the past twenty years in Kopu Thames, the team at
Mussel Madness 6 Quay street Kopu are delighted and excited the panel supports option 2,
the benefits of this decision in the whole town will be on going for many years to come.
We have read through the draft conditions of Option 2 and have no issues with it what so
ever.
Looking forward to exciting times ahead
Regards.
Fabian Steel.
MusselMadness.

Sent from my Galaxy

