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| Executive Summary |

1 Executive Summary
This social impact assessment report has been prepared for the Te Aranga Alliance, to support the
application for resource consent under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020.
The report relates to Stage 1 of the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade Project, located primarily
within Bothamley Park in Eastern Porirua.
The project comprises the construction of new sewer to replace the existing compromised sewer
pipes from SH59 (formerly SH1) to near Castor Crescent, and will involve the following key activities:
•

Construction of a new pipeline through broadly the same corridor as the existing pipeline;

•

Construction of site accesses, haul roads and laydown areas;

•

Temporary closure of sections of Bothamley Park as well as access points to the park; and

•

Temporary access restrictions.

The report identifies the potential social impacts on the local community during the construction
phase (temporary) and operation phase (permanent) of the project. Specifically, it assesses the
significance and severity of these impacts, and provides recommendations for potential mitigation
measures. The scope of the social impact assessment is limited to the sections of Stage 1 subject to
the fast-track consent application process.
In summary, construction effects will be temporary in nature and limited to the period of construction.
It is assessed that the project has the potential to have low to moderate negative social impacts on
the local community during this phase, particularly within the immediate project area.
To address the potential impacts identified, mitigation measures are recommended which include the
development of suitable traffic and noise management plans, communication with local residents,
park users, schools and community groups around park closures and potential disruptions, and the
identification of a project contact person to liaise with the community and respond to community
issues. Subject to these mitigation measures being implemented, the project is anticipated to have
very low to low negative social impacts on the local community.
The operation of the project is expected to have a range of positive social impacts for the local
community and path users, these are assessed as low to moderate positive potential social
impacts. No mitigation recommendations have been made with regards to operation, however,
opportunities to enhance social benefits have been identified. There are not anticipated to be long
term negative impacts from operation phase. Where there are informal park access changes, it is
anticipated that there are suitable alternative formal access options.
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2 Introduction
2.1 Purpose and scope of this report
This Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is a specialist report prepared by Beca Ltd for the Te Aranga
Alliance for Stage 1 of the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade Project (the Project). Its purpose is
to inform the Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE) Report and application under the COVID19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020.
The scope of the assessment is the potential construction and operational social impacts of the
Project. The assessment is based on construction plans and design drawings provided in the AEE.
The purpose of this report is to:
•

Identify and describe the existing social environment;

•

Describe and assess the social consequences and potential impacts of the Project (both
construction and operation);

•

Provide recommendations for potential measures, as appropriate, to avoid, remedy or mitigate
potential adverse social impacts identified; and

•

Present an overall conclusion on the level of potential adverse and positive social impacts of the
Project assuming that recommended measures are implemented.

2.2 Background
Kāinga Ora – Homes and Communities (Kāinga Ora), in partnership with Porirua City Council (PCC)
and Ngāti Toa Rangatira is undertaking a programme of works in Eastern Porirua. It is proposed to
replace 2,000 existing state homes with approximately 2,300 new state homes and 1,500 new
market/affordable homes over a 20 to 25-year period. The intention is to:
•

Replace older state homes that are past their best with warm, dry modern homes that are better
suited to tenants' needs;

•

Create opportunities for home ownership by building affordable homes and housing for sale on
the open market; and

•

Design better neighbourhoods, including improving parks and streets, to make them safer,
easier to get around and do business in.

To support Kāinga Ora to deliver new homes in Eastern Porirua a number of construction and
infrastructure experts have partnered alongside ‘Porirua Development’ (which includes Kāinga Ora,
Porirua City Council and Ngāti Toa Rangitira) to create the Te Aranga Alliance. Over the next 7
years the Alliance will be responsible for upgrading and delivering key pieces of infrastructure and
preparing land for new homes. This will include a range of civils work from site investigations,
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housing demolition, site remediation, land development, and civil infrastructure upgrades to three
waters networks, roads and public spaces.
The Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade Project is one of these supporting infrastructure projects
to be delivered by the Alliance, including acquiring the required consents to build and operate this
piece of infrastructure. This project is stage 1 of the sewer upgrade through the Park.
As part of the wider development project there has been extensive consultation with the Porirua
community. Of relevance to this SIA the following documents have been reviewed (a summary of
information is included in Section 5):
•

Social Impact Assessment (draft) for the wider Eastern Porirua Development Programme (2021)

•

Social Pinpoint1 – Bothamley Park survey data (2020)

The wider Porirua community has been extensively consulted with regards to the development and
infrastructure projects and there is a host of existing information on the characteristics, fears, values
and thoughts and opinions of this community and a preliminary social impact assessment has been
conducted for the wider programme. This includes specific consultation and feedback on this project.
For this reason, we have conducted only a few social impact interviews as there were minimal
information gaps that required specific social impact research and to prevent further consultation
fatigue experienced by the local community.
For the purpose of this assessment, only the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade (stage 1) has
been considered as this is the focus of the assessment of effects.

2.3 Assumptions and limitations
This SIA relies on the following:
•

Specialist reports including the Traffic Impact Assessment and Noise and Vibration Assessment;

•

Construction and operation details of the Project (including the works description and
construction methodology Rev A, dated 10/11/2021);

•

Project (and wider programme) consultation and engagement records; and

•

2018 Census Data.

While the project forms part of the Eastern Porirua Regeneration Project (EPRP), this SIA focuses
on the direct social impacts associated with the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade (stage 1). A
separate Social Impact Assessment (draft) has been prepared for the wider Eastern Porirua
Development Programme (2021).

1

Social Pinpoint is an online community and stakeholder engagement tool.
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While most of the sewer upgrade will be consented under the fast-track consent, it is understood that
sections 1A (under State Highway 59 – formerly State Highway 1) and 1C (in Champion Street) will
be consented separately, through the standard resource consent process. As such, these sections
are mentioned for context, but potential impacts from these works are not assessed.
Potential limitations of data include:
•

Construction details of the Project such as duration of staging and temporary closures are still
subject to change.

•

Park use is both informal and formal and we have attempted to capture all uses (including the
use of informal tracks) but acknowledge that some informal uses may not be captured.

Measures are recommended to address potential impacts identified. Depending on the
implementation of these measures, the assessed impacts of the project will be reduced in scale.
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3 Description of the project
3.1 Background context
Increasing development and aging infrastructure means that the main trunk sewer running through
Bothamley Park in Eastern Porirua is in poor condition and undersized. The sewer regularly
overflows into the Kenepuru Stream and the condition of the pipe is failing or in very poor condition
for large portions.
The sewer needs to be upgraded to:
•

Address the adverse effects associated with the existing pipe; and

•

Provide additional capacity to enable development of the existing Kāinga Ora property in
Eastern Porirua (as part of the ‘Eastern Porirua Development Programme’) and potential future
private development.

3.2 Project overview
The Project includes the construction of approximately 3.3km of new sewer to replace the existing
compromised sewer pipes which run through Bothamley Park (shown in Figure 1).
The proposed sewer will be upgraded through broadly the same corridor as the existing pipeline,
although the detailed route is still to be confirmed. Most of the construction activities will occur in
Bothamley Park, except a trenched section along Champion Street.
The Project is depicted in Figure 1 below.
The upgrade work is expected to be undertaken in at least three stages: The first three proposed
stages are:
•

Stage 1 –from SH59 (formerly SH1) to near Castor Crescent (the subject of the Fast-Track
consent application); and

•

Stage 2 –from near Castor Crescent to Waitangirua (to be separately consented).

•

Stage 3 – from Waitangirua to Warspite Avenue in Cannons Creek (to be separately consented)

Subsequent stages may also include lining existing sewers that are to be retained. This Assessment
covers Stage 1 of the project.
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Stage 1 works are expected to start in the last quarter of 2022. Construction is planned to occur over
a period of approximately 24 months2, with most of the works being undertaken between the hours of
7:30am and 6:00pm, Monday to Saturday. It is understood that trenchless construction would run in
12-hour shifts (starting at 07:30am) Monday to Friday, so activities would extend into the evening
period and dewatering pumps may need to run overnight.

Figure 1: Project location

Construction staging
The construction sequence will occur between Mepham Place and Castor Crescent across eight
sections, as shown in Figure 2 and Table 1 below:
Table 1: Overview of construction stages (excluding enabling works)

Section

2

Duration of works

1A*

SH59 (formerly SH1) Crossing

4 months

1B

SH59 to Champion Street

6 months

1C*

Champion St and Thompson Grove

7 months

1D

Champion Street to York Place

4 months

1E

York Place

3 months

1F

Lincoln Grove

2 months

Timeframe includes stages 1B, 1D – 1H and associated enabling works
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Section

Duration of works

1G

Lincoln Grove to Cannons Creek Park

3 months

1H

Cannons Creek Park to Castor Crescent

5 months

*Note – these sections are not included in the Fast-track consenting process.

It is understood that some of these sections will occur concurrently, however, there will only be one
active trenched work front in a particular section at any one time, with a maximum of 200m of open
trench.
For the trenchless sections of the sewer works, construction activity will be focussed around the
entry and exit points at each end of the section for the duration of construction of that section.
For open cut sections of the sewer works, the working area will progress linearly along the length of
the sewer, progressively digging the trench, installing the pipe and backfilling the trench along the
length of the route.
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Figure 2: Construction staging map
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Key activities of relevance to the SIA, which will occur during the construction works include:
3.2.12.1 Enabling works – including set up of site offices, vehicle parking, laydown and storage areas.
3.2.12.2 Construction traffic - Construction traffic (including heavy vehicles) will access the works area
through a number of different access points, dependant on the stage of works. Traffic management
plans will be prepared to manage vehicle movements during each stage of works.
3.2.12.3 Construction of site accesses and haul roads – a number of site access points will need to be
established where existing access tracks do not provide vehicle and plant access to the various
sections of the works. These are shown in Figure 3 below and include access points from Mepham
Place, York Place, Bellona Place, Niagara Street and Cannons Creek Park. Access through
Cannons Creek Park in particular will result in construction vehicles cutting across the park on the
eastern side and entering the park at the northern end of the park near the car park/netball courts.
Construction of haul roads will include undertaking stream bank stabilisation works (retaining walls
and/or cutting back the bank) along the access track within Bothamley Park in places where the
track is currently too narrow for construction vehicle access.
3.2.12.4 Temporary closure of parts of Bothamley Park – pedestrian access will be maintained along the
main path with the park east of Windley Street during sections 1A and 1B and 1C. Section 1A and
1B will require closure of the bottom section of the park, near Mepham Place, however, we note
there is a straightforward alternative route along Mepham Place. Parts of the main pathway
through the park will be closed during sections 1D to 1H, approximately 14 months and detours will
be in place. Significant areas of the park will remain open throughout the works, as shown on the
construction plans.
3.2.12.5 Temporary closure of access points to Bothamley Park - several access points to the park will
be temporarily closed for parts of the construction period, including at Mepham Place, Windley
Street, York Place, Lincoln Grove, Cannons Creek Park and Bellona Place.
3.2.12.6 Temporary closure of the main Bothamley Park access off Champion Street and the Bothamley
Park car park during stages 1D, 1E and parts of stages 1F and 1G.
3.2.12.7 Temporary site and work area fencing will be utilised as a minimum 2 m high chain link fence
panels with base blocks and top clips to secure the works and prevent access to the public.
3.2.12.8 Tree and ground vegetation clearance.
3.2.12.9 Temporary access restrictions, traffic management and detours along Champion Street and
Mepham Place.
For further details on the construction activities, refer to the AEE and plans attached as Appendix A.
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Figure 3: Overview of construction access points and pedestrian access ways affected
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4 Assessment methodology
4.1 Social Impact Assessment framework
SIA is the most common framework used in New Zealand and internationally to analyse, monitor and
manage the potential social consequences of development. The methodology used for this SIA is
based on the matters provided for in the International Association of Impact Assessment (IAIA)
Social Impact Guidelines. It draws from this framework and identifies the specific social context
matters considered relevant to this Project.

The IAIA defines a SIA as:
‘…the process of analysing, monitoring and managing the intended and unintended social
consequences, both positive and negative, of planned interventions (policies, programs, plans,
projects) and any social change processes invoked by those interventions’.
The IAIA notes that SIA can be undertaken in different contexts and for different purposes, but that
the following principle is important across all SIA:
‘The improvement of social wellbeing of the wider community should be explicitly recognised as an
objective of planned interventions and as such should be an indicator considered by any form of
assessment. However, awareness of the differential distribution of impacts among different groups in
society, and particularly the impact burden experienced by vulnerable groups in the community
should always be of prime concern’
The methodology adopted for this SIA has been developed to identify and predict the key social
impacts of the construction and operation of the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade (stage 1)
from the perspective of those potentially socially impacted by it to support the AEE prepared for the
COVID-19 Fast-track application.

4.2 Methodology overview
This section outlines:
•

The social science methods used to gather, analyse and present the social data;

•

Community and stakeholder engagement activities used to understand social impacts including
the information provided and questions asked; and

•

The methods used to identify and evaluate potential social impacts and opportunities to remedy
or mitigate those impacts.

The SIA methodology has been undertaken in the following phases:
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STEP

TASK

Step 1:

Scoping and
contextualisation

Step 2:

Information Gathering

DETAILS
•

Understanding the Project including all ancillary activities
required to support the Project’s construction and
operation.

•

Clarify context including other specialist reporting, Project
context and the relevant statutory frameworks.

•

Identify the preliminary ‘social area of influence’ of the
project, likely impacted and beneficiary communities
(nearby and distant), and stakeholders.

•

Collect data on the community profiles

•

Collect data on similar projects and assessments

•

Collect data on community perceptions of Projects

•

Gain a good understanding of the communities likely to
be affected by the Project by preparing a Community
Profile including:
o A stakeholder analysis
o Demographics
o Existing social environment
o Sense of place
o Values
o Community assets
o Fears and Aspirations

Step 3:

Community Profiling

Step 4:

Impact Identification

Identify the social domains of concern for assessment.

Step 5:

Assessment of Effects

Through analysis, determine the social changes (positive and
negative) and impacts that will likely result from the construction
and operation of the Project.

Step 6

Recommend mitigation

Consider the requirements to avoid, mitigate or remedy the
identified impacts and make recommendations.

4.2.2.1

These stages are further described below.

Step 1: Scoping and contextualisation
4.2.3.1

As assessors we have attended project briefings and met with other specialists and the project to
team to understand the full extent of the project and identify the social area of influence.

4.2.3.2

Social area of influence
The project largely takes place within Bothamley Park (“project area”). It has been assessed that
the users of the park and surrounding communities are the social area of influence (“local
community”) as demonstrated in Figure 4 below. This includes Waitangirua, Aotea (including the
Inlet of Porirua Harbour), Ascot Park, Porirua East, Cannons Creek East and Cannons Creek
North, collectively referred to in this assessment as the local community. Where it is a specific
component of this community that is impacted this is specifically referenced in the assessment (full
details of this community are provided in the community profile (section 5.3).
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Figure 4: Social area of influence – “local community” (the project alignment is shown in red)

Step 2: Information gathering
4.2.4.1

Census and GIS data
The following information sources and methods have been used to prepare the SIA:
•

Census Data: to confirm profile of communities as recorded by Statistics New Zealand Census
2018 (and where relevant 2013).

•

GIS data to assist in establishing the existing environment and understanding potential impacts,
primarily access to and through Bothamley Park.

4.2.4.2

Site visits
A site visit was undertaken by Jo Healy on 11 August 2021 and Aimee Brown on 14 October 2021.
The visit included walking and/or driving along most of the proposed alignment, surrounding streets
and proposed construction access points.

4.2.4.3

Literature review
•

Relevant specialist reports (appended to AEE);

•

Review of community engagement surveys from Porirua Development;

•

Available research and social/environmental impact assessments of similar projects (including
the SIA for the broader EPRP);

•

Porirua City Council policies and long term plans;

•

Available park use data; and

•

School data (i.e. zoning – where relevant).
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4.2.4.4

Review of consultation data
Community engagement for the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade project has been led by
Porirua Development and has been undertaken over various stages of the project, from 2019 to
present. It is noted that due to the August/September 2021 Level 4 lockdown in the Wellington
Region and subsequent Level 3 restrictions, community engagement could not occur as initially
intended and was delayed until later in 2021.
The social impact team has reviewed anonymised survey responses, social pinpointing data and
consultation summaries, as follows:
•

Parkrun data

•

Porirua City Council track counter data

•

Social Impact Assessment (draft) for the wider EPRP

•

Social Pinpoint – Bothamley Park survey data

•

Porirua Development Parks Project survey data

4.2.4.5

Social research
In addition, the social impact team has carried out the following research:
•

Stakeholder interviews to clarify information:
o

Interview with Andrew Gray (Porirua City Council Parks)

o

Interview and correspondence with Corrina School

o

Interview with Parkrun

Step 3: Community profile
4.2.5.1

The social impact team analysed community data that had been collected to provide a detailed
description of the existing social environment from which to assess the potential social impacts of
the project.

Step 4: Impact identification
4.2.6.1

This assessment identifies and assesses the key social impacts experienced by the community.
Impacts have been grouped for the assessment by Project phases, being:

4.2.6.2

•

Construction phase; and

•

Operational (post-construction) phase.
This assessment is guided by the social impact matters described in the International Association
of Impact Assessment guidelines. The SIA process has used these guidelines to consider the
potential social impacts of the Project, on the basis of the existing community, the nature of the
proposed works, and the consequential social impacts anticipated.

4.2.6.3

The IAIA describes a range of social impact categories. The IAIA categories have been used as a
guide and the following selected as most relevant to this project:
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•

People’s way of life – how they live, work, play and interact with one another on a day-to-day
basis.

•

Their community – its cohesion, stability, character, services and facilities.

•

Their health and wellbeing – health is a state of complete physical, mental, social and spiritual
wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.

•

The quality of the living environment and amenity – the quality of the air and water people
use, availability and quality of the food that they eat, the level of hazard of risk, dust and noise
they are exposed to, the adequacy of sanitation, their physical safety, and their access to and
control over resources.

Step 5: Assessment of effects
4.2.7.1

The assessment of social impact is considered as either positive or negative, on the basis of
whether the anticipated social consequences will either enhance or detract from the community
values, social processes or social infrastructure identified in the Community Profile.

4.2.7.2

The scale of impact is identified as between very low, low, moderate, high or very high as shown in
Table 2 below. This assessment is made on consideration of the assessed potential severity (e.g.
how much it will change people’s way of life etc.) and distribution (e.g. number of people impacted)
of the impact.

Table 2: Matrix to determine scale of social impacts in this SIA

Distribution within community

Severity

Small (between 0 and
10% of the community)

Short or temporary – minor
change to current social
conditions (up to 3 months)

Transitional –
measurable change to
current social conditions
(between 3 months and 1
year)

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Low

Moderate

High

Moderate

High

Very High

Medium (a moderate
amount of people, up
to 50% of the
community)
Large (widespread
across the community,
e.g. more than 50%)

Long term or permanent major or permanent
change, impacts expected
for over a year or beyond
construction

Step 6: Recommendations
4.2.8.1

In Section 6, the SIA Report outlines methods to avoid, manage or mitigate identified social
impacts.

Bothamley Park Social Impact Assessment | 3324273-1482920099-3870 | 25/03/2022 | 5

5 Statutory framework
There are a number of statutory and non-statutory frameworks that provide a social framework from
which to assess this Project.

5.2 COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020
The purpose of the COVID-19 Recovery Act (as set out in Section 4) Act is to “urgently promote
employment to support New Zealand’s recovery from the economic and social impacts of COVID-19
and to support the certainty of ongoing investment across New Zealand, while continuing to promote
the sustainable management of natural and physical resources”.
Schedule 6 of the COVID-19 Act outlines the information required in consent applications (Section
9(1)(g)(i)), including an assessment of the activity against Part 2 of the Resource Management Act
1991, discussed further in Section 4.2.

5.3 Resource Management Act 1991
The Resource Management Act 1991 (“RMA”) requires the decision-making process to include
consideration of the actual and potential effects of activities on the environment. The RMA definition
of the environment in Section 2 includes :
(a) Ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities;
(b) All natural and physical resources;
(c) Amenity values; and
(d) The social, economic, aesthetic, and cultural conditions which affect the matters stated in
paragraphs (a) to (c) of this definition or which are affected by those matters.
This definition is central to defining the social impacts with respect to the environment. Other
sections of the RMA such as Part 2, Section 5 are also integral to an assessment of social effects.
Section 5 defines the purpose of the RMA: to promote the sustainable management of natural and
physical resources. Sustainable management means (emphasis added):
“Managing the use, development and protection of natural and physical resources in a way,
or at a rate, which enables people and communities to provide for their social,
economic and cultural wellbeing and for their health and safety
Section 7(c) states that (emphasis added):
“all persons exercising functions and powers under the Act… shall have particular regard
to… the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values.”
Schedule 4(2) states that any person preparing an assessment of the effects on the environment
should consider the following matters (emphasis added):
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“Any effect on those in the neighbourhood and, where relevant, the wider community
including any socio-economic and cultural effects.”

5.4 Regional and local planning context
5.4.1.1

Regional and local planning documents that are relevant to the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer
Upgrade works are outlined briefly below.

Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region
5.4.2.1

The Regional Policy Statement (RPS) sets out the framework and priorities for resource
management in the Wellington region. The RPS identifies the regionally significant issues around
the management of the region’s natural and physical resources and sets out what needs to be
achieved (objectives) and the way in which the objectives will be achieved (policies and methods).
Of particular relevance, Section 2.3 of the RPS talks to community outcomes for the Wellington
region and sets out key topics and associated policies and methods. These topics include the
following (of particular relevance to the SIA):
•

Healthy environment – We have clean water, fresh air and healthy soils. Well-functioning and
diverse ecosystems make up an environment that can support our needs. Resources are used
efficiently. There is minimal waste and pollution.

•

Sense of place – We have a deep sense of pride in the Wellington region and there is a strong
community spirit. We value the region’s unique characteristics – its rural, urban and harbour
landscapes, its climate, its central location, and its capital city.

•

Essential services – High quality and secure infrastructure and services meet our everyday
needs. These are developed and maintained to support the sustainable growth of the region,
now and in the future.

5.4.2.2

Further to the above, Objective 10 of the RPS acknowledges the need to recognise and protect the
social economic, cultural and environmental, benefits of regionally significant infrastructure.

Porirua City Council Long Term Plan 2021 - 2051
The Porirua City Council Long Term Plan 2021 – 2051 (LTP) sets out several community outcomes/
long-term goals for Porirua city which seek to improve social, economic, environmental, and cultural
well-being. Of relevance to this SIA, two of the key community outcomes that the LTP seeks to
achieve is “safe, active and healthy communities” and “a healthy harbour and catchment”.
It is noted in the LTP that “one of the city’s most significant challenges is improving the performance
and condition of our ageing 3 waters infrastructure system. A well-functioning 3 waters system is
vital for the health of our residents and the environment. A major focus of this LTP is investment in
our 3 waters infrastructure to make sure it meets the needs of the city now and into the future.”
In relation to wastewater, it is stated that (emphasis added):
“Wastewater is a natural hazard. Ensuring it is removed from properties and safely disposed
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of is vital for ensuring a safe and healthy community. Unintended sewage overflows can
affect people’s health as well as our natural environment and we want to reduce these
impacts as much as possible. This means fixing known issues and ensuring we build a
resilient network.”
“Wastewater activity contributes broadly to our harbour. Sewage outflows are carried into
our waterways through the stormwater network. While the solution to these problems sits
across activities, ensuring a resilient wastewater system is vital if our harbour, beaches and
other waterways are going to remain places of recreation, places to gather food, home to
diverse organisms, and a taonga of the city.”
The LTP identifies the Bothamley Park Trunk Sewer Upgrade as being a major
infrastructure/wastewater project being undertaken by Council. The wastewater main is in a poor
state of repair and is at the end of its life. The upgrade will be built to allow for increased residential
development and proposed growth.
The importance of parks and open spaces is also acknowledged within the LTP, which notes that:
“Cycle and walkways provide individuals and the wider community with opportunities for
recreation, leisure and exercise, promoting health and wellbeing. The functions of this
activity benefit individuals, defined groups and the wider community and contribute to a
sense of pride in the city”.

Operative Porirua City District Plan
5.4.9.1

The Operative Porirua City District Plan was made operative on 1 November 1999. The Operative
District Plan framework recognises the need to provide for a range of network utilities and
associated infrastructure which form an essential part of the city’s physical resource and “enables a
community to undertake its everyday activities and functions and allows people to provide for their
social and economic wellbeing, and their health and safety”.

5.4.9.2

Objective 3.2 and associated Policies 3.2.1 and 3.2.2 specifically provide for the maintenance and
upgrading of existing network utilities and recognise the benefits that network utilities provide to the
economic, social and cultural functioning of the city. These policies also recognise that the
upgrading of existing network utilities is necessary to meet the needs of city, both now and into the
future and acknowledge the important role that network utilities have in providing for the wellbeing
of the city’s community and beyond. There are a range of network utilities that enable communities
to undertake everyday activities and functions and provide essential services to people’s homes
and businesses, and it is important that the District Plan provides for network utilities to be
constructed, installed, operated, upgraded and maintained.

Proposed Porirua District Plan
5.4.10.1 The Proposed District Plan was notified on 28 August 2020. It is noted that the rules in the
Proposed District Plan do not have legal effect until decisions are made on submissions relating to
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those rules, with some exceptions. However, as the Proposed District Plan will guide future
development in Porirua, key provisions of relevance to this project have been noted below.
The Proposed District Plan includes provisions which recognise the social effects associated with
infrastructure, as follows:
“Infrastructure is critical to the social and economic wellbeing of people and communities,
including providing for their health and safety, and has national, regional and local benefits.”
This is reflected in the objectives and policies, as follows:
INF-O3:
“Safe, efficient, and resilient infrastructure is available to meet the needs of, and is well
integrated with, existing and planned subdivision, use and development”.
INF-P1:
The benefits of Regionally Significant Infrastructure:
Recognise the social, economic, environmental and cultural benefits of Regionally
Significant Infrastructure, including:
5.4.12.1 Safe and efficient water, wastewater and stormwater treatment systems, networks and services,
which maintains public health and safety.
INF-P2:
The benefits of infrastructure other than Regionally Significant Infrastructure:
Recognise the benefits that infrastructure not defined as Regionally Significant Infrastructure
provides to the economic, social and cultural functioning of the City and health and
wellbeing of people and communities.
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6 Existing social environment
This section describes the project area (the area adjacent to the proposed works) and local
community (neighbouring suburbs surrounding the project area).
The project is located in Porirua which is a city within the Greater Wellington Region (Figure 5). The
population of Porirua increased nearly 10% between 2013 and 2018, with approximately 56,559
people living in Porirua as of 2018.

Figure 5: Map of Porirua in relation to the Greater Wellington Region (source: Te Aranga GIS)
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Within Porirua, the project is located to the east of the Porirua City Centre, on the eastern side of
State Highway 59 (formerly State Highway 1), approximately 22km north of Wellington City. The
project is generally within Bothamley Park and is surrounded by the suburbs of Rānui, Cannons
Creek, Waitangirua, Ascot Park and Aotea. For the purposes of this assessment, these suburbs are
identified as the local community of interest. As these suburbs are all situated to the east of SH59,
these suburbs are referred to collectively as Eastern Porirua. This grouping is also consistent with
the suburbs included in Porirua City Council’s Eastern Ward. Figure 6 shows the approximate
location of the project in relation to suburbs within Porirua.

Figure 6: Map showing the location of the project (red) in relation to suburbs within Porirua (source: Te Aranga GIS)

6.2 Bothamley Park
Bothamley Park is Porirua’s largest reserve referred to as the ‘green spine’ or ‘green heart’ that runs
the length of Eastern Porirua. Bothamley Park is surrounded by residential areas to the north, east
and south, and Porirua City Centre to the west. The Kenepuru Stream runs through the length of the
Park.
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Bothamley Park is generally located within a valley with the surrounding terrain being mostly hilly.
The general topography is characterised by narrow valleys and steep banks in the east, gradually
easing to a more open landscape to the west (seaward). The Park is centred around a main
pathway, known as Bothamley Pathway, that runs the length of the Park (shown in Figure 7 and
Figure 8). The pathway is typically three meters wide with a compacted gravel surface and runs
adjacent to the Kenepuru Stream, with several crossing points along the path. There are also several
smaller tracks and pathways throughout the Park (as shown in Figure 7).
In total, Bothamley Park has over 5kms of existing shared walk/cycle pathways, which form the main
connections from Mepham Place to Warspite Avenue in Ascot Park. Bothamley Park can be
accessed from a number of adjoining streets, connecting most of the eastern suburbs to the city
centre and railway station. The Park also provides important linkages to Belmont Regional Park
through Waihemo Park or Cannons Creek Park/Lakes, as well as linkages between Ranui, Cannons
Creek, Waitangirua, Ascot Park, Whitby and Aotea communities.
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Figure 7: Map of Bothamley Park and tracks running through the park (source: Porirua City Council)

In addition to the formal connections noted above, several ‘informal’ paths and crossing points have
been established within the Park. A number of Aotea College students travelling between the
Cannons Creek area and Aotea College travel along the informal path shown in Figure 8 below
using a section of the existing wastewater pipe as a makeshift bridge across the stream to connect
to the main pathway.
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Figure 8: Bothamley Park Walkway, and informal crossing point (source: Wellington Regional Trails website)

Figure 9: Image of the informal crossing point taken on site visit
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Park users
6.2.5.1

The Park supports a range of recreational uses including walking, running, cycling, dog walking,
picnics and natural play opportunities. The main pathway has a gentle gradient and is widely used
by runners and cyclists.

6.2.5.2

A popular use of the Park is Parkrun, a free weekly community event held all around the world
involving a timed 5km run, which attracts approximately 150 - 200 users to Bothamley Park every
week. Parkrun has been running at Bothamley Park since 20133 and attracts a range of
participants of all ages, from both the local community and the wider area. It has also been used by
Porirua Grand Traverse, an annual local event, in the past.

6.2.5.3

The Park is also used by educational groups (such as Bush Sprouts, Mountains to Sea and Nature
Play) and local schools and kindergartens, who use the Park to teach students about native flora
and fauna and aquatic species. Locals also access the Park to visit the fruit trees and community
harvest area. Several pest control groups are also active users of the park.

6.2.5.4

Community events are also held in the Park, including the annual blackberry festival.

Park usage statistics
6.2.6.1

As part of the SIA, track counter data collected by Porirua City Council has been examined to
better understand how the Park is used. The daily average of people using the park (calculated
from weekly use figures) is 187 people, with between 100 and 250 people per day on weekdays
and up to 500 on Saturdays. Parkrun skews the daily average and accounts for approximately 35%
of the total weekly count. Usage corresponds mainly with daylight hours, with the majority of users
accessing the Park between 8:30am and 5:30pm. The data illustrates that Park usage is slightly
higher in the summer months (between October and February), however the number of people
using the main track on Saturdays, likely for Parkrun, remains relatively consistent year-round. It
was also noted that during Covid-19 lockdown in April 2020, there was a significant increase in
use, well beyond normal levels.

Local community views on Bothamley Park
6.2.7.1

The following views are collated from the social pinpoint and Porirua parks survey in addition to
interviews carried out by the social impact team.

6.2.7.2

The Park is most commonly used for organised and informal recreation purposes and is also
widely used as an access way to connect between areas of Eastern Porirua and central Porirua,
including commuting to work and school. Other uses include conservation activities, swimming,
picking fruits (e.g. community blackberry harvest), festivals, bush walks, educational activities

3

Parkrun was not held as a formal event during parts of 2021, due to Covid-19 restrictions, although participants still ran the course on

Saturday mornings at their own time.
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(including Bush Sprouts and Mountains to Sea), community events, commuting, accessing other
areas of Porirua and Parkrun. The Park is used by local schools, where students carry out stream
monitoring, collecting native tree seeds and Bush Sprouts nature exploration sessions. The local
Environmental Educators Network also host Seasonal Teacher Nature walks in this Park as a way
to support teachers to connect with nature for their own wellbeing as well as motivating them to
regularly spend time here with their ākonga in support of their nature connection for wellbeing.
6.2.7.3

According to the survey4 the majority of park users access Bothamley Park via footpaths (69%),
bicycle (32%), or car, as a driver or passenger (49%). People are deterred from using the Park due
to safety issues, concerns around water quality, sewage pipe overflows following rain events,
sewage spilling onto walking tracks, trail bikes and roaming dogs.

6.2.7.4

The Park is viewed as a community hub and the multiple access points make it easily accessible to
the local community. Events such as Parkrun and the annual blackberry festival as well as the
community harvest area, bring people together. The river and the surrounding flora and fauna are
highly valued, and parts of the community have worked to improve conditions (for example by
planting native trees) including local schools. The Park is described as an important community
asset that attracts visitors and is an enjoyable, tranquil and relaxing environment with special value
to the community as it provides an open space with native flora and fauna.

6.2.7.5

Having the Park in the centre of the community and in the middle of a high concentration of
buildings and houses is viewed as providing valuable open space and encourages people to
exercise and take part in recreational activities. The community gardens are also a popular feature.

6.2.7.6

In terms of important features of the Park the following was noted:
•

The Park provides a safer cycle route to central Porirua from the eastern suburbs than the
roads.

•

Popular areas include the community harvest and blackberry area, Parkrun track, swimming
hole, stormwater wetland and waterfall area.

•

Areas of the Park along Champion Street, and the open area at Warspite Avenue near Driver
Crescent are popular.

•

The open areas, towards the Warspite Avenue entrance near Driver Crescent are used by
several schools in the area to do stream monitoring, collecting native tree seeds and regular
Bush Sprouts nature explore sessions.

4

Respondents were able to select multiple options, so results will add to more than 100 percent.
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6.3 Community profile
The project borders four suburb areas (defined Census Area Units); Aotea, Cannons Creek East,
Cannons Creek North and Porirua East. Ascot Park and Waitangirua have also been included in the
analysis because they adjoin Bothamley Park and will therefore be affected by the works. These
areas collectively comprise a significant proportion of Eastern Porirua and are identified in this SIA
as the ‘local community. The local community relative to the census areas units is shown below in
Figure 10.
In order to build a community profile of the local community, a review of the available census data
has been undertaken. Where possible, this has included the recently released data from the 2018
census. Information has also been drawn from the 2013 census. A review of relevant Porirua City
Council publications and commissioned reports has also been undertaken to develop the profile.
It should be noted that this community profile provides only a review of some key indicators in order
to provide a high-level overview of the community.

Figure 10: Local community of eastern Porirua (outlined in black) defined by Census Area Units. Project alignment
shown in red (source: StatsNZ)

Population
6.3.4.1

In 2018, the local community had a resident population of 19,986. This is approximately 35% of the
overall population of Porirua City. The population of the local community grew by approximately a
12.9% (2,200 persons) between 2013 and 2018, compared to 7.5% in the Wellington Region, and
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all suburbs in the local community have seen an increase over this period, as shown in Table 3
below.
Table 3: Population statistics for census area units
Aotea

Porirua
East

Population
(2018)

3,138

2,235

3,474

3,879

4,398

2,862

19,986

Population
(2013)

2,292

2,085

3,093

3,594

4,020

2,625

17,709

Population
change

36.9%

7.2%

12.3%

7.9%

9.4%

9.0%

12.9%

Median age
(years)

38.6

29.5

27.1

27.4

26.4

31.8

30.1

Population
under 15
years

24.45%

24.0%

29.75%

28.45%

30.15%

25.2%

27%

6.3.4.2

Cannons
Creek North

Cannons
Creek East

Waitangirua Ascot
Park

Local community
(average)

The local community has a relatively young population when compared with Porirua City and the
Wellington Region. In 2018:
•

The median age was 30.1 for people in the local community, and is therefore lower than the
median age in Porirua City of 35.1 and 37.2 in the Wellington Region

•

Approximately 27% of people in the local community are aged under 15 years, compared with
23.8% for Porirua City and 17.7 in the Wellington Region.

Cultural diversity
6.3.5.1

Around 60% of people residing in Porirua identified themselves as European ethnicity (noting this
is significantly more than the local community) with 26.3% of Pacific decent and 22.3% Māori.
Within the wider Wellington Region, around 74.6% of people identified themselves as European,
with 14.3% Māori 12.9% Asian and 8.4% of Pacific decent.

6.3.5.2

By comparison, around half the population residing in the local community (average) are of Pacific
descent, with approximately 25% Māori, 37% European and a relatively small number of people of
Asian, Middle Eastern and African descent. Similar percentages were recorded for the majority of
suburbs within the local community, with the exception of Aotea, where approximately 70% are
European, and only 8.2% Māori and 7.2% of Pacific decent. Table 4 below illustrates the ethnic
groups that people associated with in the 2018 census. It is noted that people can identify with
more than one ethnicity, hence the totals add to more than 100%.

6.3.5.3

With approximately half of the local community identifying as being part of the Pacific community,
Eastern Porirua has the highest proportion of Pacific People out of all urban areas within the
Wellington Region (Statistics New Zealand, 2019).
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Table 4: Ethnic Composition for census area units5
Aotea

Porirua
East

Cannons
Creek North

Cannons
Creek East

Waitangirua Ascot
Park

Local community
(average)

European

70.6%

38.9%

28.1%

19.9%

22.0%

45.1%

37.4%

Māori

8.2%

31.1%

28.8%

23.8%

28.8%

29.4%

25.0%

Pacific
peoples

7.2%

44.6%

58.0%

68.1%

66.0%

42.6%

47.7%

Asian

22.0%

12.2%

10.4%

7.1%

8.3%

12.1%

12.0%

Middle
Eastern/ Latin
American/
African

1.3%

1.3%

3.3%

2.2%

1.4%

1.5%

1.8%

Other ethnicity

1.3%

0.8%

0.6%

0.2%

0.5%

1%

0.7%

New Zealand Deprivation Index
6.3.6.1

The Social Deprivation Index is a measure of socio-economic status calculated for small
geographic areas. The calculation uses a range of variables from the 2018 census which represent
nine indicators to create a summary deprivation score. These indicators include unemployment,
income, home ownership and having access to a car. As shown in the map below, the majority of
the suburbs in the local community have high levels of deprivation and are among the most
deprived in Porirua City. The map in Figure 11 shows that there are disparities within the local
community in terms of deprivation, with Aotea on the lowest end of the deprivation index. The
areas of the worst deprivation include Cannons Creek North and East, Waitangirua, Ascot Park
and Porirua East, which all scored 10 (the highest on the deprivation index).

5

Respondents were able to select multiple options, so results will add to more than 100 percent.
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Figure 11: NZ Index of Deprivation 2018 map of Wellington, local community outlined in yellow (source: ehinz website)

Income and employment
6.3.7.1

It is noted that the statistics provided in the tables are from the 2018 Census and the economic and
employment climate has changed due to impacts from COVID-19.

6.3.7.2

Table 5 identifies the employment and income of the local community and Porirua City as of 2018.
It also identifies the median incomes across the local community. In Porirua City, 52.2% of people
were in full time employment, with an unemployment rate of 5.5%. Within the local community, an
average of 46.35% were in full time employment, with an unemployment rate of 7.6%. Within the
Wellington Region, 52.6% people were in full time employment, with an unemployment rate of
4.4%.

6.3.7.3

The most common occupations in the local community were professionals, labourers, and
community/personal service workers. The most common occupations tended to be the same for all
suburbs within the local community (albeit in a different order), with the inclusion of managers and
administrators in Aotea (instead of labourers and community service workers).

6.3.7.4

The median personal income for the majority of the local community was between $19,000 and
$30,000, which was below the median income for Porirua City, at $34,400. The exception to this
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was Aotea, where the median income was significantly higher, at $52,400. Aotea also had the
highest percentage of people earning over $70,000 (38.1%), which was more than the 20% of
people earning over $70,000 in the wider Porirua area, and significantly more than the rest of the
local community (less than 15%).
Table 5: Employment and income statistics for census area units
Aotea

Porirua
East

Cannons
Creek
North

Cannons
Creek
East

Waitangirua

Ascot
Park

Local
community
(average)

Median personal
income

$52,400

$23,800

$20,000

$19,900

$19,400

$30,500

$27,666

Employed full
time

58.8%

47.3%

40.4%

39.8%

40.0%

51.8%

46.3%

Employed part
time

10.6%

13.6%

13.6%

12.7%

12.7%

11.2%

12.4%

Unemployment
rate (15 yrs and
over)

2.5%

7.4%

10.3%

9.9%

9.7%

6.2%

7.6%

Education
6.3.8.1

The majority of people living in the local community are not studying or undertaking further
education. Approximately 25% of people in the area are studying full time and approximately 3.5%
are studying part time. The number of people studying full time is slightly above the average for
Porirua, which may reflect the younger population residing within the local community.

Table 6: Education statistics for census area units
Aotea

Porirua
East

Cannons
Creek North

Cannons
Creek East

Waitangirua

Ascot
Park

Local community
(average)

Full time

23.1%

22.4%

26.9%

27.9%

27.8%

24.2%

25.4%

Part time

3.7%

3.5%

3.8%

3.2%

3.1%

3.8%

3.5%

6.3.8.2

There are several schools located within the local community6, including Aotea College, Te Kura
Māori o Porirua, Tairangi School, Natone Park School, Corinna School, Russell School, Porirua
College, Maraeroa School, Brandon Intermediate, Cannons Creek School, Holy Family School,
Windley School and Porirua East School.

6.3.8.3

The majority of these schools are low decile schools 7 (decile one), with the exception of Te Kura
Māori o Porirua and Porirua East School which are decile three and Aotea College which is decile
five. Deciles are a measure of the socio-economic position of a school’s student community relative
to other schools throughout the country. The scale ranges from one to ten, decile one schools have
the highest proportion of students from low socio-economic communities.

6

Sourced from: https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/schools?district=44&region=9

7

Based on school deciles from 2015

Bothamley Park Social Impact Assessment | 3324273-1482920099-3870 | 25/03/2022 | 21

Housing
6.3.9.1

The local community makes up around a third of the 18,858 dwellings in Porirua. As of 2018, the
local community had 5,697 dwellings, the majority of which were occupied private dwellings, with
relatively few unoccupied private dwellings, as shown in

6.3.9.2

Table 7 below. Median rent ranged between $140 and $280 per week for the majority of the local
community, with the exception of Aotea where the median rent was $600 per week.

Table 7: Housing figures for census area units
Aotea

Porirua
East

Cannons
Creek North

Cannons
Creek East

Waitangirua

Ascot
Park

Local community
(average)

Occupied
private dwellings

93.2%

94.2%

94.4%

94.8%

95.8%

96.7%

94.8%

Unoccupied
private dwellings

3.1%

5.8%

5.2%

5.2%

3.8%

2.9%

4.3%

Median rent

$600

$240

$180

$140

$150

$280

$265

Transport
6.3.10.1 The main transport routes connecting Porirua City to the rest of the region are State Highway 59
(formerly State Highway 1), State Highway 58 and the North Island Main Trunk railway line.
Transmission Gully is due to open in 2022 and will provide further connection to the area.
6.3.10.2 In terms of public transport, Porirua train station, located in central Porirua to the west of the project
area, connects Porirua to Wellington City and the Kapiti Coast. It is noted that the pathways
through Bothamley Park provide key links between Porirua train station and the eastern Porirua
suburbs. In proximity to the project area, there are several bus stops along Champion Street. The
226 service runs every 20 minutes in both peak and off-peak times and connects Cannons Creek
with Porirua City. There are no dedicated cycle lanes within eastern Porirua, Bothamley Park is the
primary offline cycleway in this area.
6.3.10.3 Census data from 2018 shows that the most popular way to travel to work from the local
community is driving a private vehicle (65.1%). An additional 11.2% of people in the local
community travel to work as a passenger in a private vehicle. Public transport, including the bus or
train, is the second most popular, with an average of 15% in the local community. Other methods
of transport include cycling, walking or jogging, and working from home. It is noted that the
pathways through Bothamley Park provide key links between Porirua train station and the eastern
Porirua suburbs.
6.3.10.4 In terms of travelling for education within the local community, the most popular way is as a
passenger in a car, truck, or van. The second most popular is walking or jogging, followed by public
transport.
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6.3.10.5 A traffic impact analysis of commuter data8 in the area revealed the following patterns and
indicates:
•

23% of people travel to Porirua Central for work or school

•

Less than 1% of people use the bicycle as their main means of travel to work or school

•

10% of people walk or jog as their main means of travel to work or school

•

9% of people take the train as their main means of travel (some of these people may walk, jog or
cycle to the train station)

Community infrastructure
6.3.11.1 Eastern Porirua includes the following local commercial centres which provide a range of shops
and services to the area:
•

The Cannons Creek local town centre provides a central hub of local shops and services for
Eastern Porirua, including a small supermarket and the Porirua Whanau Centre Trust and Cook
Island Community Centres.

•

The Waitangirua local town centre provides a range of health care and food outlets focused
around the weekend markets site.

•

There is also a small group of shops fronting Mungavin Ave including the Porirua Pharmacy and
small food and retail outlets, with Mungavin Hall on the opposite side of the road.

6.3.11.2 There are a variety of social and community services located within Eastern Porirua, including
cultural and religious centres, medical facilities, community support services, recreational centres
and community spaces. There are also several schools and early childhood providers located in
the area. Figure 12 below identifies some key community facilities adjacent to or in proximity to
Bothamley Park.
6.3.11.3 It is noted that the main pathways through Bothamley Park also provides a link to central Porirua,
which is a main site for community services, employment and retail for this community.

8

As part of the Traffic Impact Assessment, 1, the Commuter Waka App was used to analyse the 2018 Census Data in the vicinity of the

Park for departures from suburbs around Bothamley Park (Aotea, Cannons Creek East, Cannons Creek North, Porirua East,
Waitangirua, Ascot Park).
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Figure 12: Community facilities in proximity to Bothamley Park
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7 Social Impact Assessment
The attitudes, expectations, aspirations, wellbeing and way of life of residents and visitors in an area
are all potentially impacted, either positively or negatively, by development. For the purposes of this
SIA, social impacts of the Project on the Local Community from the construction phase (temporary)
to operation phase (permanent) have been assessed.
The social impacts have been assessed for the Local Community (as per the community profile
above) which includes those within immediate proximity to construction locations, haul roads and site
access points, where these may be specific communities or users of the park.
The potential impacts during construction and operation (without mitigation) are set out below.

7.2 People’s way of life
The section below assesses potential social impacts on people’s way of life, including how they live,
work, play and interact with one another on a day-to-day basis.
The Project primarily takes place in Bothamley Park which is one of the main green spaces in
eastern Porirua and is regularly used by the local community and surrounding residents for a range
of activities, including formal and informal recreation. Informal activities include walking/dog walking,
informal sports games, picnics, and occasional use as an outdoor space for local schools,
kindergartens and local community groups. Formal community uses (recreation and planned events)
include use of the Park for Parkrun and other community events. Many local schools and
kindergartens use Bothamley Park for enviro-programmes, including Mountains to Sea and Bush
Sprouts, often accessing the Park from the Warspite Avenue entrance, opposite Driver Crescent.
As noted in several survey responses and interview discussions, the pathways throughout the Park
also connect central Porirua to the eastern suburbs and are used by those travelling to and from
work, schools and the train station. It is understood that both the formal paths and informal 'short
cuts' across existing pipe crossings are used by the local community to travel between Cannons
Creek and Aotea. The Park provides more direct connection and is relatively flat in comparison to
the surrounding streets.

Construction
7.2.4.1

Construction will be completed in sections over approximately 24 months. Works will take place
primarily within Bothamley Park. Construction vehicles are expected to primarily travel along
Mungavin Avenue and Champion Street and may also use Warspite Avenue, Windley Street and
Niagara Street. Construction access points will also be established through existing properties at
23 York Place and 16 Bellona Place, at the end of Mepham Place and Niagara Street and through
Cannons Creek Park.

7.2.4.2

During the construction period, the project has the potential to cause disruption to residents’ way of
life for those who reside along Champion Street, Mepham Place, York Place, Bellona Place and
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Niagara Street, due to the presence of construction vehicles/ machinery and use of reserve/road
space as construction laydown areas. Four of the proposed construction access points are located
on cul-de-sac streets, in close proximity to residential dwellings. Potential impacts to way of life
include travel delays when moving to and from residences for daily activities or reduction in ease of
movement, changes to availability of on street parking and changes to the way children may use
the cul-de-sac environment, such as for neighbourhood play. It is also noted that there will be a
temporary loss of some on street parking during construction, however, the Traffic Impact
Assessment concludes the loss of car parks is considered insignificant.
7.2.4.3

During construction there will be closures to both park accesses and sections of the pathway
(primarily during sections 1D to 1H, but also during section 1B). These will necessitate detours
outside of the Park. Various sections of the Park are expected to be closed for approximately 14 –
17 months.

7.2.4.4

Diversions and/or detours will be in place throughout park closures, however, it is noted that some
of the diversions may occur through other areas of the Park and along surrounding streets, which
may have a steeper gradient than the main path through the Park. The detour routes proposed are
also longer than the route through the Park. As established in Section 5.2, the main pathway is a
popular throughfare for pedestrians and cyclists due to the gentle gradient of the path. There is a
relatively significant grade difference between the main path and the houses along the southern
boundary of the Park, with the access points to the Park from Lincoln Grove, Cannons Creek Park
and Bellona Place being relatively steep in gradient. The streets running adjacent to the park also
have varying degrees of gradient, with some being steeper than others (particularly parts of
Champion Street, Hereford Street and Warspite Avenue).

7.2.4.5

The closure of parts of Bothamley Park and associated detours during construction may have the
following impacts on both commuters and recreational users:
•

Disruption to daily activities and recreation routines, including disruption to the usual Parkrun
route. However, it is noted that recreational users will still have several access points and areas
of the park available to them;

•

Disruption to connections to work, education and other resources;

•

Longer (and potentially more challenging) travel times and distances for pedestrians/cyclists
travelling along detour routes;

•

Reduced connections between eastern suburbs and Aotea, in particular for students who use
the informal shortcut to travel between Cannons Creek and Aotea College;

•

Loss of walking tracks within the Park;

•

Alternative routes/detours may be inaccessible to those less physically able (including those with
health conditions) or those not comfortable cycling along roads;

•

Increased pedestrian and cycle traffic on the street network as a result of the severance of paths
through Bothamley Park (as noted in the Traffic Impact Assessment); and
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•

Reliance on alternative modes of transport (e.g. catching the bus) which may not be an
affordable option for some.

7.2.4.6

In addition to the above, it is understood that many local schools and kindergartens regularly visit
Bothamley Park. The areas primarily used by these groups is understood to be the open space,
near the Warspite Avenue entrance (near Driver Crescent), and the community harvest areas.
These areas are not expected to be impacted during the Stage 1 works, with access likely to be
maintained, with the exception of brief closures to some access points during Section 1H.

Operation
7.2.5.1

The project will result in a significant reduction in the overflow of raw sewage into the Park and
Kenepuru Stream. This will improve the amenity of the Park for users and remove this source of
wastewater contamination from Kenepuru Stream. Currently, when the sewer pipe overflows over
the track following large storm events, people are unable to use the Park and Parkrun has had to
cancel. Many survey respondents also noted that they do not use the Park after rainfall events
because of the sewage overflows and associated odours. The improvements are likely to eliminate
sewage-derived litter, reduce any odours that detracted people from using the park after storm
events and reduce the likelihood of wastewater overflows which leave the Park inaccessible.

7.2.5.2

As set out in Section 5, the pathway through Bothamley Park provides a main throughfare for
walking and cycling. Once operational, the new pipe will be buried and is therefore not expected to
have any impacts on recreational users. The project will retain existing formal pathways (and most
informal pathways) within the Park as well as access points and stream crossings so access can
resume as normal. It is also noted that areas along the track where the stream is eroding will be
improved as a result of the project, meaning that a full width track can be retained along the
southern side of Kenepuru Stream.

7.2.5.3

The section of the existing pipe that is understood to be used as a stream crossing point/ shortcut
by those connecting between eastern Porirua and Aotea (particularly students travelling to Aotea
College), will be permanently removed as part of the pipe upgrade. The pipe will no longer be an
operational sewer and although it is used as a location to cross the stream, it is not intended for
use as a bridge. Users will therefore need to use a crossing point approximately 250m west,
adding approximately 450m onto their journey. It is noted that the parks recreational masterplan
has identified the opportunity for a pedestrian footbridge in this general location, so it is possible
that this route will be reinstated as part of wider works being undertaken within the Park.

Summary
7.2.6.1

During construction, the local community’s way of life may be negatively impacted by increased
levels of construction traffic, construction noise and the temporary closures of sections of
Bothamley Park and Cannons Creek Park and associated access points. While works are
occurring within Bothamley Park (Sections 1B and 1D to 1H), connections through the Park
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between central Porirua and the eastern suburbs will also be reduced. These way of life impacts
are likely to be most felt by regular uses of Bothamley Park, and those residing along construction
access routes. Sections 1E to 1H are likely to have the greatest way of life impacts on commuters
through the Park and recreation users, in particular Parkrun users, local residents whose closest
access is closed, school students and those who are unable to use the detours available.
Construction of these sections are expected to occur sequentially over a period of 14 months.
7.2.6.2

As such, it is anticipated that the project will have potentially moderate negative social impacts on
way of life during construction, without mitigation.

7.2.6.3

Once operational, the project will result in a significant reduction in the overflow of raw sewage into
the Park and Kenepuru Stream and ultimately Porirua Harbour. The pipe will be underground, and
all existing formal pathways and park entrances will be re-opened, and in some places improved.
This will have long term positive impacts on way of life of regular park users and those residing in
proximity to the park. Benefits will also be experienced by those in the local community and wider
Porirua area who use the harbour for recreation and food sources. Therefore, it is anticipated that
the potential social impacts on way of life will be moderate positive, with the exception of the
removal of the informal stream crossing used primarily by school students. This has the potential to
have very low negative social impacts as there are alternate access points within reasonable
distance and, given the eastern community is now out of zone, the number of Aotea College
students impacted is expected to be small.

7.3 Community cohesion and character
The focus of this assessment is on community cohesion and character. Community cohesion refers
to the way the community works and comes together, and character refers to the reputation and
values of the community.
The project primarily traverses through Bothamley Park. The community adjacent to the project
corridor and Bothamley Park is primarily residential.
Survey responses and discussions with stakeholders suggest that Bothamley Park is an important
community asset (as set out in Section 5) and is highly valued by the local community as well as
those in the wider Porirua area. The park is viewed as the 'green spine' of eastern Porirua,
connecting the eastern suburbs with central Porirua and is an active walking and cycling route. The
Park is surrounded by several different suburbs, shown in Figure 7, and the multitude of access
points enables ease of access for locals residing in Eastern Porirua. The survey responses and
interviews indicate that a wide variety of groups use the Park regularly for recreational activities
(including Parkrun), community programmes, educational programmes, community events, fruit
harvesting and to connect with nature. Parkrun also attracts those from the wider region along with
the local community. Survey responses also indicate that travelling through the Park is a common
way to connect across suburbs and to central Porirua.
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Construction
7.3.4.1

Various sections of the Park will be closed during different stages of construction. Closure of the
main pathway (particularly in Sections 1D, 1E, 1F, 1G and 1H) may create a visible barrier to a key
connection route between the eastern suburbs and central Porirua. However, detours will be
established so that connections are maintained for pedestrians and cyclists while works are
underway. The ease of which people connect may deter some from connecting as usual.

7.3.4.2

The closure of the main pathway also has the potential to temporarily decrease opportunities for
incidental meetings and social interactions within the Park, reducing opportunities for community
cohesion. However, throughout the works, while some parts of the Park will need to be closed at
different times, significant parts of the Park will remain open, for use by the public and community
groups. There will still be opportunities for events to be held in the parts of the Park that are not
affected by construction and for the community harvest area to be utilised.

7.3.4.3

The existing Porirua Parkrun route will be disrupted during construction of Sections 1D to 1H.
However, the Alliance will work with the Parkrun organisers to identify an alternative route that will
allow the Parkrun event to continue in the Park during the construction period and enable people to
continue to come together to participate in the event. If this is not possible an alternative location
will be sought in consultation with the council.

Operation
7.3.5.1

As noted in the survey responses, the Park is a point of pride for the local community, with park
users feeling lucky to have access to nature and native biodiversity in such close proximity to
where they live. However, some respondents noted that a current deterrent to park use and natural
values of the park (among other things) is the wastewater overflows, which causes stream
pollution, sewage odours and frequently results in paper and contaminated material being left on
the path. As such, the condition of the pipe is an existing social impact on the community both in
terms of a deterrent to gather in the Park (community cohesion) and the values and character of
the community. The project will improve this and is expected to have long term positive impacts
and stands to encourage even greater use of the Park through the improved management of
wastewater and improvement to the natural environment that is valued by the community.

7.3.5.2

Once construction works are completed, the main path will be reinstated, and access retained to
the stream, native trees and biodiversity. The swimming hole, waterfall and wetland areas will also
remain unaffected.

Summary
7.3.6.1

During construction, the closure of the park and pathways through the park may lead to feelings of
frustration for regular park users and reduce the opportunities for social interactions and
community cohesion. There may also be temporary disruption to social events and activities (e.g.
Parkrun). However, areas of the park will still be available for use during all sections of
construction. Sections D to H (planned to occur over a period of 14 – 17 months) are likely to have
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the greatest impact but are only anticipated to impact a small percentage of the local community. It
is therefore anticipated that construction will have a low to moderate negative social impact on
community cohesion and character.
7.3.6.2

Once operational, the project is expected to benefit the local community through encouraging
greater use of the park through the improved management of wastewater. These benefits of the
project will be long term and be experienced by the local community. Therefore, there is potential
for the project to provide a low to moderate positive social impact on community cohesion and
character.

7.4 Quality of living environment and amenity
This is the quality of the physical (natural and built) environment that the community operates within,
including amenities and their access to physical resources. An amenity is a positive element or
elements that contribute to the overall character or enjoyment of an area.
Bothamley Park provides a natural environment for residents to experience that they describe as
beautiful, quiet and peaceful. The Park also provides a space to enjoy and connect with nature and
carry out recreational activities. This area is unique as much of the surrounding area is built up.

Construction
7.4.3.1

The construction activity area is located predominantly in Bothamley Park. Most construction
activities will occur within the Park except for a trenched section along Champion Street (outside of
the fast-track consent application). The environment surrounding the Park predominately
comprises residential dwellings.

7.4.3.2

Construction is planned to occur over a period of approximately 24 months, with works being
undertaken between the hours of 7:30am and 6:00pm, Monday to Saturday. It is understood that
trenchless construction would run in 12-hour shifts (starting at 07:30am) Monday to Friday,
activities would extend into the evening period and dewatering pumps may need to run overnight.
The Traffic Impact Assessment notes there will be increases in construction traffic and heavy
vehicle movements. Construction traffic will also travel primarily along Mungavin Avenue,
Champion Street and may also use Warspite Avenue, Windley Street, and Niagara Street. Heavy
vehicles will access the site through several different access points along Mepham Place,
Champion Street, York Place, Cannons Creek Park, Bellona Place and Niagara Street.

7.4.3.3

The Park will have a reduced quality of environment and amenity values during construction where
people are in proximity to construction activities within the Park (primarily while works are being
undertaken below York Place). This is both due to the presence of construction activities reducing
visual amenity and noise taking away from the peaceful park environment.

7.4.3.4

Some residents of the local area particularly in the cul-de-sacs or adjacent to the Park will have
their usual quiet environment disrupted due to construction traffic and construction activity,
although it is noted in the Noise and Vibration Assessment that the predicted increase in noise
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associated with construction traffic movements is considered to be an imperceptible change for
most people. In regard to construction activity, the Noise and Vibration Assessment identifies that
predicted noise levels are expected to exceed the daytime and evening noise limits at several
properties (when compared to existing ambient noise levels), and construction noise will be clearly
distinguishable and the primary noise source in these locations. However, effects will be limited to
construction and managed through the implementation of a Construction Noise and Vibration
Management Plan (CNVMP).

Operation
7.4.4.1

Following construction there are not expected to be any long-term changes to ambient noise or
traffic in the local community. Overall, the local environment will likely be improved as a result of
the project, as the project will improve the management of wastewater through the Park, thereby
improving the cleanliness of the walking tracks and surrounding environment, currently polluted by
wastewater overflows. The living environment will also be improved for those who use or live near
the Porirua harbour due to reduced pollution from sewage overflow. Survey respondents indicated
that improving the quality of water and reducing wastewater overflows would positively contribute
to the improving the overall amenity and therefore enjoyment of the park area.

Summary
7.4.5.1

During construction, the amenity and quality of environment of the Park as experienced by Park
users and immediate surrounding areas will be temporarily impacted primarily by construction
noise and to a lesser extent vibration and traffic, which may detract from the natural/peaceful
natural of the existing park environment. However, these impacts will be short in duration (several
months) as the working area moves along the project alignment and are expected to impact a
small section of the community. Further, measures are recommended in the Noise and Vibration
Assessment to manage effects during construction through the implementation of a CNVMP.
Overall, it is anticipated that the project may have a low negative social impact on quality of living
environment and amenity during construction.

7.4.5.2

Once operational, there are not expected to be any long term changes to ambient noise or traffic in
the local community and the local environment will be permanently improved by the project.
Overall, there is potential for the project to provide a low to moderate positive social impact on
the quality and amenity of Bothamley Park for the local community.

7.5 Health and wellbeing
This refers to people’s physical, mental, social and spiritual wellbeing.
As set out in section 5 of this report and in the responses to the ‘Porirua Development Parks Project’
survey, Bothamley Park is widely used by local residents for recreational activities by pedestrians
and cyclists. The multiple access points provide ease of access and the proximity to the Park to
neighbouring residents encourages people to exercise and take part in recreational activities, which
support health and wellbeing. Cannons Creek Park, in particular the southern section, includes a
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several sports fields used by the local community for recreational activities.

Construction
7.5.3.1

At various stages during construction (refer Figure 3), entrances to the Park from the main
Champion Street carpark, Lincoln Grove, Cannons Creek Park and Bellona Place will be closed
and sections of the main pathway through Bothamley Park will be closed. During sections 1F, 1G
and 1H, the northern section of Cannons Creek Park will also be closed. It is noted that the
northern section of Cannons Creek Park is not widely used.

7.5.3.2

The temporary closure of sections of the main pathway through Bothamley Park and associated
access points may reduce activity levels and opportunities for recreation. This will primarily affect
those in walking distance to the Park and those who frequently use the Park for recreation. In
addition, local residents who regularly walk or cycle through the Park to connect to other areas may
need to use non-active modes of transport during construction. It is noted that throughout the
works large areas of the park will be unaffected, in particular the area to the east of Bellona Place,
which will only be impacted temporarily during section 1H, however, it may be more difficult for
residents in Aotea, Cannons Creek and Porirua East (refer Figure 10) to access the eastern area
of the park during sections 1D to 1H.

7.5.3.3

For those who use the park due to its flat terrain (due to health limitations), detours involving steep
inclines may be inaccessible and detrimental to their well-being.

7.5.3.4

During construction, increased construction traffic will occur along Mepham Place, York Place,
Bellona Place and Niagara Street. These are cul-de-sacs streets and children may currently use
the street space for recreation. There are potential safety issues in these areas, due to the risk of
pedestrian and vehicle interactions at these locations, and residents will need to be made aware of
the temporary change in environment in these spaces. For those that work shift work, the presence
of construction vehicles in these areas may be disruptive to sleep patterns (this will be a very small
sector of the community).

Operation
7.5.4.1

Park walkways will be reinstated following construction. Where the existing path is narrowed as a
result of erosion of the stream banks, stabilisation works to the stream bank will result in a full width
path, protected from further erosion. As noted above, the project will improve the management of
wastewater through the Park, thereby improving the cleanliness of the walking tracks and
surrounding environment, currently polluted by wastewater overflows in storm events.

Summary
7.5.5.1

During construction, the health and wellbeing of the local community may be impacted by the
temporary closure of sections of Cannons Creek park and the main pathway through Bothamley
Park as well as the associated access points. While detour routes will be in place, these routes
may also not be an easily accessible alternative for those who would usually travel through the
park. Sections 1D to 1H are likely to have the greatest impact and take approximately 14 to 17
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months to complete. Overall, the project is anticipated to have a low to moderate negative social
impact on health and well-being.
7.5.5.2

Once operational, the project will result in long term benefits through improving the quality of the
stream and surrounding environment along with existing wastewater facilities. As such, there is
potential for the project to provide moderate positive social impacts on the general health and
wellbeing of the whole community and particularly park users and people who use the stream and
swimming holes.
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7.6 Overall summary
Without mitigation the following summarises the potential social impacts from construction and operation
Impact

Description

Overall potential social impact
(without mitigation)

Impacted stakeholders

Likelihood

Duration

Park users
Local residents on construction
access routes

High

Temporary - between 14 and 20
months

Moderate negative

Park users who use park for
community events and socialising

Low (at all sections of
construction, parts of the park will
be available for use and most
community events can continue)

Rolling duration over 20 months,
with the longest closure occurring
for 14 months (during sections
1G, 1H, 1E and 1F, which occur
sequentially)

Low to moderate negative

Park users and those living
adjacent to Park and in cul-desacs where construction traffic will
enter

Low to moderate

Up to 20 months (likely to be
shorter durations in particular
locations as the working area
moves along the alignment)

Low negative

Park users
Local residents on construction
access routes

Very low

Up to 20 months (likely to be
shorter durations in particular
locations as the working area
moves along the alignment)

Low to moderate negative

Park users

High

Permanent

Moderate positive

Construction
Way of Life

Community cohesion and
character

Quality of living environment and
amenity

•

Disruptions to users of Bothamley Park (including Parkrun) due to
the temporary closure of several park entrances and sections of the
pathways through the park during construction works.

•

Potential social impacts on local residents as connections between
suburbs and ability to move around the area will be reduced during
works.

•

Increased travel times/distances due to detours during construction.

•

Temporary increases in construction traffic along various local roads
which has the potential to disrupt the day-to-day activity of residents
and reduce on-street parking. Champion Street, Cannons Creek
Park, York Place, Bellona Place, Mepham Place and Niagara Street
will be used as site access/haul roads.

•

Temporary loss of community focal point and socialising space

•

Potential temporary loss of social events and activities

•

Reduced opportunity for social interactions and community cohesion
during construction

Potential disruptions to:
•

Natural and peaceful park environment from construction noise,
vibration and traffic

•

Quiet cul-de-sac environment on Mepham Place, York Place,
Bellona Place and Niagara Street due to construction noise,
vibration and traffic

•

Park amenity during construction

•

Potential reduction in opportunities for, and levels of, recreational
activity and exercise due to closure of park entrances and sections
of Bothamley park

•

Potential risk of road safety particularly in cul-de-sacs used as
access points and for those travelling along detours on busy roads.

•

Improvement to the wastewater network will reduce sewage
overflows and associated odours which detract people from using
the park.

•

Access will be re-established for park users, as all existing formal
pathways and park entrances will be re-opened. Park access will
also be established from York Place

•

Potential impacts to Aotea College students crossing through the
park, due to the removal of the informal stream crossing. An
alternative stream crossing will need to be used

Aotea College students who live
east of park

Very low

Permanent

Negligible

Community cohesion and
character

•

Encourage use as focal point of community and desirable place to
visit and meet aspirations of community re improving nature

Whole community

Low

Permanent

Low to moderate positive

Quality of living environment and
amenity

•

Improved water quality and amenity of park -water quality
improvements are experienced at local and regional level (the
harbour).

Local community and wider

High

Permanent

Low to moderate positive

Health and Wellbeing

•

Improved stream water quality (and downstream in the harbour) and
improved sewerage system

Whole community

High

Permanent

Moderate positive

Health and Wellbeing

Operation
Way of Life
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8 Recommended mitigation and opportunities
8.1 Mitigation recommendations
Having considered the existing social environment, project activities and potential impacts, mitigation
is required to address potential social impacts during construction. A summary of mitigation
measures recommended and overall level of effects is provided in Table 8. No recommendations
have been made with regards to operation.

Way of life
8.1.2.1

The majority of the construction effects set out in section 6 will be temporary in nature and limited
to the period of construction. As such the project has the potential to have a moderate social
impact on the local community during construction. The following mitigation measures are
recommended to reduce effects during construction:
•

Maintain pedestrian access as far as possible. Where access cannot be maintained, diversions
and detours should be identified to cater for all modes of transport that would usually use the
main park tracks. A project contact person should be identified for any person unable to access
the alternative routes identified to contact and discuss alternative options.

•

Park closures9 should be clearly communicated in advance to the local community and schools,
including the project contact person, so alternative arrangements can be made if required.
Communications could also be provided to Aotea College about changes to the park and maps
with alternate routes.

•

Clearly sign post diversions at all park entrances (information on gradient and time to complete
diversion should be included) and consider notification on public notice boards, websites (i.e.
community Facebook) and at street entrances.

•

Alternative access points and car parking areas for park users to be promoted and managed
across the construction programme.

•

Site-Specific Traffic Management Plans should be implemented across all stages.

•

To the extent possible, construction vehicles should follow the preferred construction routes
identified in the Traffic Impact Assessment to minimise the volume of construction traffic
travelling through high pedestrian activity centres. Construction traffic should also avoid travel,
where practicable, during peak school hours to minimise disruption to schools and for safety.

•

Engage with Parkrun organisers to identify an alternative route for Parkrun within Bothamley
Park or an alternative location, during the period when the main path is unavailable.

9

It is noted that closure of the Park will also need to go through a notified process under the Reserves Act.
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•

Provide information to local residents and schools on health and safety and to raise awareness
about risks from construction vehicles.

•

Construction within Bothamley Park should be staged to avoid key community events (e.g. the
annual blackberry festival), if practicable.

•

If key community events are disrupted, liaise with event organisers to identify other locations that
events can be held.

8.1.2.2

In addition, it is considered that the communications plan and traffic management plan will address
some of the impacts.

Community character and cohesion
8.1.3.1

The following measures will help retain community gatherings and pride in the community.
•

Where possible schedule works within blackberry area outside blackberry harvest festival

•

Involve local community, and particularly the schools, in restoration events

•

Retain Parkrun in the Park where possible

Quality of environment
8.1.4.1

The construction phase of the project has the potential to have a low negative impact on the
community, primarily due to disruption from construction noise and to a lesser extent vibration. It is
considered that recommendations provided for in the Construction Noise and Vibration
Assessment (part of the AEE), including the development of a CNVMP, will adequately manage
these impacts.

8.2 Opportunities to enhance social benefits
There are opportunities to enhance the social outcomes to benefit the community (noting this is
separate to any mitigation requirements). This could include engaging the community, in particular
local school and environmental groups, in any restoration planting or stream improvement works
where practicable or investing time/resources into existing school initiatives within the Park.
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Table 8: Possible construction impacts and recommended mitigation
Impact

Description

Overall social impact
without mitigation

Mitigation

Social impact rating with
mitigation

Construction
Way of Life

Community
cohesion and
character

Quality of living
environment and
amenity

Health and
Wellbeing

•

Disruptions to users of Bothamley Park (including
Parkrun) due to the temporary closure of several
park entrances and sections of the pathways
through the park during construction works.

•

Potential social impacts on local resident as
connections between suburbs and ability to move
around the area will be reduced during works.

•

Increased travel times/distances due to detours
during construction.

•

Temporary increases in construction traffic along
various local roads which has the potential to
disrupt the day-to-day activity of residents and
reduce on-street parking. Champion Street,
Cannons Creek Park, York Place, Bellona Place,
Mepham Place and Niagara Street will be used as
site access/haul roads.

•

Loss of community focal point and socialising
space

•

Potential temporary loss of social events and
activities

•

Reduced opportunity for social interactions and
community cohesion

•

Potential disruptions to:

•

Natural and peaceful park environment from
construction noise, vibration and traffic

•

Quiet cul-de-sac environment on Mepham Place,
York Place, Bellona Place and Niagara Street due
to construction noise, vibration and traffic

•

Park amenity

•

Potential reduction in opportunities for, and levels
of, recreational activity and exercise due to
closure of park entrances and sections of
Bothamley park

•

Potential risk of road safety particularly in cul-desacs used as access points and for those
travelling along detours on busy roads.

Moderate negative

Low to moderate negative

Low negative

Low to moderate negative

•

Maintain pedestrian access as far as possible. Where access cannot be maintained,
diversions and detours should be identified to cater for all modes of transport that
would usually use the main park tracks.

•

A project contact person should be identified and contact information shared with
the community for any person unable to access the alternative routes identified to
contact and discuss alternative transport options.

•

Park closures should be clearly communicated to the local community and schools
including the project contact person, so alternative arrangements can be made if
required.

•

Clearly sign post diversions at all park entrances (information on gradient and time
to complete diversion should be included) and consider notification on public notice
boards, websites (i.e. community Facebook) and at street entrances.

•

To the extent possible, follow preferred construction routes identified in the Traffic
Impact Assessment to minimise disruption to schools and for safety.

•

Engage with Parkrun organisers to identify an alternative route for Parkrun within
Bothamley Park or an alternative location, during the period when the main path is
unavailable.

•

Provide information to local residents and schools on health and safety and to raise
awareness about risks from construction vehicles.

•

If key community events are disrupted, it is recommended that Te Aranga Alliance
liaise with event organisers to identify other locations events can be held, and work
with the organisers of Parkrun to confirm an alternative location

•

Maintain community events (avoid closure during blackberry festival) and where
possible retain Parkrun within park

•

Involve local community, particularly schools, in restoration events

•

Noise management

•

Traffic management

•

Landscape and visual mitigation

•

Traffic management plan

•

Communications plan

•

Signs re alternative spaces to recreate and detours re walking to locations

•

Maintain Parkrun in park where possible

Low negative

Very low negative

Very low negative

Very low negative
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9 Summary
In summary, it is assessed that, with mitigation, the local community has the potential to experience
the following social impacts during construction and operation of the Project:

During construction phase
9.1.2.1

Some negative social impacts are likely to be experienced by the local community during
construction, in the immediate project area. Way of life could be negatively affected by traffic
delays, construction traffic and construction noise, as well as changes in access to Bothamley Park
and Cannons Creek Park, and connections through the Park between central Porirua and the
eastern suburbs. Closures during construction may also lead to feelings of frustration and a
reduction in community cohesion. Quality of life and residential amenity could also be
temporarily reduced by the noise and traffic associated with construction works within the Park.

9.1.2.2

The majority of social impacts during construction can be managed through the implementation of
appropriate mitigation measures (refer to Table 8). Overall, with mitigation in place, the project is
anticipated to have very low to low negative social impacts on the local community.

During operational phase
9.1.3.1

The operation of the upgraded pipe is expected to have a range of positive social impacts. The
project will improve the management of wastewater through the park, thereby improving the
cleanliness of the walking tracks and surrounding environment, currently polluted by wastewater
overflows. This is expected to generate positive impacts for path users’ way of life, health and
wellbeing, and quality of the environment. For the community, the upgraded pipe is expected to
improve community cohesion and values associated with the park.

9.1.3.2

The pathways and access points to the park will be reinstated following construction and will be
improved in places where the track is narrowed by erosion of the stream. Overall, the project will
potentially have low to moderate positive social impacts on the local community.
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