Memorandum
To:

Fast Track Consenting Panel: Drury East Stage 1 Precinct

Attention: Dr Joan Forret
Subject:

Date:

27 May 2022

Ref:

65725

EPA – Drury East Application: Pond Assessment

The Drury East Fast-track consenting panel requested an assessment of a pond located on 108 Fielding
Road, Drury (Figure 1), as part of a Fast Track application. The scope was to determine whether the pond,
located below an ephemeral waterway, is an induced wetland.

Figure 1. Location of pond (yellow circle) on 108 Fielding Road, Drury (Drury East Stage 1 Precinct).
Source Map – Auckland Council GeoMaps.
A site visit and assessment of the pond on 108 Fielding Road was carried out by a Senior Freshwater
Ecologist on 13 May 2022. The pond was assessed under the criteria of the National Policy Statement for
Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) and the National Environmental Standards for Freshwater (NES-F) to
determine if it was a ‘natural wetland’.
The NPS-FM defines a natural wetland as:
Natural wetland means a wetland (as defined in the Act) that is not:
(a) a wetland constructed by artificial means (unless it was constructed to offset
impacts on, or restore, an existing or former natural wetland); or
(b) a geothermal wetland; or
(c) any area of improved pasture that, at the commencement date, is dominated by
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(that is more than 50% of) exotic pasture species and is subject to temporary rainderived
water pooling.
The Ministry for the Environment (MfE) guidance1 for ‘wetlands constructed by artificial means’ states:
‘Wetlands constructed by artificial means’ include wetlands and waterbodies that have been
deliberately constructed by artificial means for a particular purpose, including for any of the
following purposes:
• nutrient attenuation
• effluent treatment and disposal systems, including pond or barrier ditch systems, and
areas installed for sediment control
• stormwater management
• reservoirs for firefighting
• hydroelectric power generation
• irrigation
• stock watering
• domestic and community water supply
• water storage ponds
• landscaping to create a wetland or waterbody
• other artificial water-storage facilities, including artificial watercourses under the RMA
and
engineered soil conservation structures, including sediment ponds and sediment traps
• hunting.
These wetlands and waterbodies may develop associated wetland habitat as a direct or
unintentional result of being built and maintained. So, the definition of ‘wetlands constructed
by artificial means’ also extends to the incidental wetlands created as a result of these
waterbodies.
The subject pond on 108 Fielding Road was clearly constructed and is maintained for stock watering
and water storage. The pond is not a ‘natural wetland’.








The sides of the pond are not natural and have been excavated (Photos 1 & 2).
There is a piped inflow to the pond from the main stream flowing past the pond (Photos 3 & 4).
There is a piped inflow from the ephemeral flow path uphill of the pond (Photos 5 & 6).
There is a suspended piped outflow back to the stream (Photos 7, 8 & 9).
A smaller alkathene pipe (water pipe) located inside the outlet pipe, draining from near the base
of the pond, and continues past the stream into the farm (Photos 7 - 10).
The outlet pipe is clearly maintained and elevated just off the base of the pond, ensuring clean
water is taken from the pond (Photos 7 & 8).
The pond is currently used and maintained for Muscovy ducks, with over 20 ducks present at the
time of the site visit and the duck hutch located on the inside the pond fencing (Photos 11 & 12).

1

: Ministry for the Environment. 2021. Defining ‘natural wetlands’ and ‘natural inland wetlands’. Wellington:
Ministry for the Environment.
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Photo 1. Pond – western bank

Photo 2 – Pond – northern and eastern banks

Photo 3. Pipe upstream of pond – draining to
pond.

Photo 4. Out of pipe from stream (in Photo 3) to
the pond.

Photo 5. Pipe inlet draining upstream flow path

Photo 6. Pipe outlet draining upstream flow
path though bund to upper pond.
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Photo 7. Pipe from pond to stream (large pipe)
and water pipe to farm (smaller
bore black pipe at lower level).

Photo 8. Pipe inlet from pond to stream.

Photo 9. Pipe outlet from pond to stream, plus
alkathene water pipe

Photo 10. Alkathene water pipe into bank

Photo 11. Muscovy ducks utilising pond

Photo 12. Hutch for ducks within fenced area of
pond.
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Yours sincerely
BIORESEARCHES

Treffery Barnett, M.Sc.(Hons) | Marine & Freshwater Biologist
Bioresearches, a subsidiary of Babbage Consultants Limited
+64 9 379 9417 | DDI +64 9 367 5282 | Mobile +64 21 285 4330 |
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