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1. Brief
Peers Brown Miller Ltd has been briefed to provide an arborist’s assessment of
the effects of proposed development at 360 Dominion Road on trees within the
road reserve surrounding the site.

2. Proposal
The proposed development at 360 Dominion Road has three road frontages on
Prospect Terrace, Dominion Road and Grange Road, Mount Eden.
There are Council-owned trees within the road reserves on Prospect Terrace and
Grange Road.
One tree – a Melia is proposed to be removed from the Prospect Terrace
frontage to widen the site access.
All vegetation within the road reserve has been considered, even where no
works are proposed.

3. Tree protection
Chapter E17 of the Auckland Unitary Plan protects trees within road reserves.
Removal of trees greater than 4m in height or 0.4m in girth requires consent as a
Restricted Discretionary Activity.
All work on the road reserve, even to trees that are not protected, is also subject
to landowner consent from the relevant Senior Urban Forest Specialist.

4. Tree assessment
The trees under assessment are numbered in the marked-up site plan excerpt
below. Tree locations are shown in Fig 1. The tree details are contained in Table
1 below.

Peers Brown Miller Limited PO Box 10166 Dominion Rd Auckland 1446
Ph 09 631 7610 www.peersbrownmiller.co.nz

2

Fig 1 – Marked-up aerial photograph showing road berm tree locations
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No.

Name

Dimensions

Structure/
health

Proposal

1

Melia
(Melia
azedarach)

5x7x1

Fair-good

No
proposed

2

Melia
(Melia
azedarach)

7x7x1

Fair-good

Removal proposed
to widen crossing

3

Melia
(Melia
azedarach)

6 x 6 x 1.3

Fair-good

4

Willow
myrtle
(Agonis
flexuosa)

7x6x1

Poor

Relocation
of
transformer away
from the tree
No
works
proposed

5

Willow
myrtle
(Agonis
flexuosa)

8 x 12 x 5

Fair – poor

No
works
proposed but see
discussion

6

Puka / Griselinia
hedge

1.5 x 1.5 x 0.3

Good

Partial removal as
required
for
crossings

Table 1 – Tree details
Tree dimensions are height x spread x girth in metres, approximate.
Numbers as shown in Fig 1.

Comment

works

Typical mature Melia in a road berm setting. Bark damage at base,
some decay in branch, extensive previous pruning including height
reduction under power lines.
Typical mature Melia in a road berm setting. Extensive bark damage
apparently from vehicle impact, extensive pruning including height
reduction under power lines.
Typical mature Melia in a road berm setting. Bark damage at base,
overhangs transformer pad, extensive pruning including height
reduction under power lines.
In declining health. Heavily pruned for line clearance. Column of
decay in main trunk from ground level (possible vehicle impact injury?).
This tree is past maturity. It is co-dominant from the base and there is
extensive callus formation (burl) and thickening of the twin trunks that
suggests deep-seated internal decay. The tree form has been badly
affected by line clearance pruning (“stag’s antlers”). There is some
epicormic growth at the base of the trunk suggestive of a stress
response.
Healthy puka hedge standing on the berm. This is an unusual berm
feature, and it appears that the hedge has been maintained by the
adjacent landowner.

5. Tree photographs

Fig 2 – Tree 1 showing branch and trunk wounds. The overall crown health of the tree remains
good. This tree will be retained in its current location.
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Fig 3 – Tree 2. This tree has similar wounds to Tree 1 but is in good health. It stands immediately
west of the existing street crossing at the eastern end of the site on Prospect Terrace. It is
proposed to remove this tree in order to double the crossing width.

Fig 4 – Tree 2 shown on a marked-up aerial and viewed from across the street.
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Fig 5 – Tree 3 overhangs a transformer plinth. It is of similar size and form to Trees 1 and 2.
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Fig 5 – Trees 4 (left) and 5 (right). Tree 4 has a column of decay in the trunk. Tree 5 is codominant from the base and has been extensively pruned for line clearance. Tree 6 (the
Griselinia hedge) can be seen at right.

Fig 6 – The Griselinia hedge (Tree 6) with the willow myrtles in the background. It is unusual to find
a clipped hedge on the road reserve.
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6. Discussion
Terms used:
Structural rootzone = SRZ derived from Australian Standard AS 4970-2009
Tree protection zone = TPZ derived from AS 4970-2009
Dripline = Protected Rootzone = The circular area of ground around the trunk of
a protected tree, the radius of which is the greatest distance between the trunk
and the outer edge of the canopy. Unitary Plan definition.
6.1 Tree 1
Tree 1 – this healthy Melia tree is not proposed to be altered by the proposal. It
stands 2.6m from the nearest crossing, which is outside the SRZ of the tree but
within the TPZ. The crossing exists and no new encroachment is anticipated.

Fig 7 – Tree 1 – Diagram of Tree 1 showing TPZ (Tree protection zone = green) SRZ (structural root
zone = gold). The grey area is the approximate encroachment of the existing crossing, which is
not proposed to change.

6.2 Tree 2
Tree 2 is like Tree 1 in most respects. It stands immediately to the west of the
existing crossing on Prospect Terrace at the eastern end of the site. The tree is in
good overall health, although it has structural defects similar to Trees 1 and 3. It
is proposed to remove this tree to obtain a sufficiently wide crossing for two-way
traffic. This crossing will be a major construction access as well as serving the
new residential and commercial landuses upon completion of the
development. It is proposed to mitigate tree removal by planting within the
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road reserve. The removal of the tree is not motivated by arboricultural
concerns, but by the need to obtain a practicable site access.
6.3 Tree 3
Tree 3 is like trees 1 and 2 in terms of size, structure and form. It overhangs a
transformer plinth to the east of the tree and about 2.3m from the trunk. No
works are proposed within the dripline of the tree, but a high voltage switch will
be relocated on the road reserve just outside the dripline of the tree to the west
of the trunk. This will be a permitted activity.
6.4 Tree 4
Tree 4 is the lesser of the two Willow Myrtles in Grange Road. This tree has a
column of decay in the trunk from ground level to about 3m above ground.
The crown of the tree has been permanently altered by line clearance pruning.
It is not proposed to remove this tree.
6.5 Tree 5
Tree 5 is a larger, older Willow Myrtle but it displays poor structure and form due
to repeated line clearance. It is co-dominant from ground level. The thickening
of the trunk bases is associated with epicormic growth which suggests that the
tree is under some environmental stress. It is not proposed to remove this tree.
6.6 Tree 6
Tree 6 is a puka hedge standing on the road reserve along Grange Road. This
hedge is an unusual treatment for a road reserve, and it has been kept trimmed
presumably by the adjacent landowner.
The trees are not individually
protected due to their small individual size, but the hedge is listed here for
discussion.
It will be necessary to remove portions of the hedge to allow for planting of a
replacement street tree, and to allow for site access. This is a permitted activity
since the individual trees do not exceed 4m in height or 0.4m in girth.
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7. Assessment – Unitary Plan
Works to trees on roads are governed by Chapter E17 of the Auckland Unitary
Plan. Relevant rules from Table E17.4.1 of the Plan are tabled below.
Activity
(A7)
(A8)
(A9)
(A10)

Activity
Status
P
RD

Works within the protected rootzone
Works within the protected root zone that do not comply with
Standard E17.6.3
Tree removal of any tree less than 4m in height and less than P
400mm in girth
Tree removal of any tree greater than 4m in height or greater RD
than 400mm in girth

7.1 Permitted activities
Relocation of the high voltage switch on the Prospect Terrace frontage will be a
permitted activity because no works are proposed within the protected
rootzone of Tree 3.
Work within the rootzone of trees on the road reserve is a permitted activity
provided that it complies with Standard E17.6.3. The key requirement of this
standard is that works are supervised by a suitably qualified arborist and that
they are carried out in accordance with accepted arboricultural practice.
It is not presently proposed to carry out works within the protected rootzone of
any tree.
Removal of the Griselinia hedge on Grange Road is a permitted activity due to
the small size of the hedge (A9 above).
7.2 Restricted Discretionary Activities
The removal of Tree 2 is assessed as a Restricted Discretionary Activity (A10
above) and must be assessed against the following criteria contained in E17.8.2
of the Plan.
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The criteria are listed below with my comments in italic typeface beneath each
criterion:
(1) all restricted discretionary activities:
(a)
The specific values of the trees including any ecological values with respect to
water and soil conservation, ecosystem services, stability, ecology, habitat for
birds and amelioration of natural hazards.
Tree 2 is a Melia of mature age which is in good health. As an exotic tree it
supplies limited ecological and ecosystem services and has limited habitat
value.
(b)
The loss of amenity values that tree or trees provided.
A single tree is proposed to be removed. The tree is not of large size and so it
makes a relatively small contribution to overall amenity. Replacement planting
will be undertaken on Prospect Terrace with two 150 litre trees proposed and a
further 150 litre tree on Grange Road to replace the one tree removed,
compensating for any loss.
(c)
The risk of actual damage to people and property from the tree or trees
including the extent to which adverse effects on the health and safety of
people have been addressed as required under health and safety legislation.
Not relevant.
(d)
Any alternative methods that could result in retaining the tree or trees.
Alternatives have been explored, but the tree is immediately adjacent to the
major site entrance and constrains practical access to the site.
(e)
the degree to which any proposed mitigation adequately compensates for the
values that trees provide;
The applicant’s landscape plan makes provision for three replacement trees on
the road reserve. This will compensate for the loss over time.
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(f)
the degree to which the proposal is consistent with best practice guidelines for
tree management;
The proposal is the best available solution for tree management.
(g)
methods to contain and control plant pathogens and diseases including
measures for preventing the spread of soil and the safe disposal of plant
material;
Not relevant.
(h)
the provision of a tree works plan to address the effects of the works on the tree
or trees and outlining the proposed methods to be used;
A tree protection methodology is supplied which will protect trees that are not
proposed to be removed, and which provides for onsite supervision and for
replacement planting.
(i)
the need for the direction and supervision of an on-site monitoring arborist while
the works are being carried out;
The tree protection methodology makes provision for suitable monitoring of treerelated works on site.
(j)
the functional and operational needs of infrastructure;
Infrastructure works are not anticipated to have any adverse effects on road
berm trees.
(k)
the benefits derived from infrastructure.
As above.
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7.3 Unitary Plan discussion
The removal of Tree 2 appears to be broadly consistent with the
abovementioned assessment criteria as well as the relevant Objectives (E17.2)
because:
•
•

•

The tree to be removed is not of outstanding cultural, amenity, landscape
or ecological value.
The proposal landscape plan includes provision for planting that will lead
to a net gain in the extent of tree cover on the road reserve outside the
site.
The development balances the development and upgrading of
infrastructure with the protection of tree amenity within the road reserve.

The removal of Tree 2 is consistent with the relevant Policies (E17.3) because:
• The upgrading of infrastructure is balanced with the protection of trees in
roads, in this case through replacement planting.
• Tree selection and location for the project recognizes the existing
constraints and functional requirements of the site.
• Trees within the road reserve are protected during development.
• The use of indigenous trees has been encouraged in the landscape and
planting plans.

8. Recommendations and comments
I support the proposal provided that the removal of Tree 2 is suitably mitigated
by replacement planting, as provided for in the landscape plan supplied in
support of this proposal.
It may be necessary to remove parts of the puka hedge (Tree 6) to allow for
access to the development site. It is however intended to retain as much of the
hedge as is possible. This is also one of the feasible locations for replacement
planting with specimen-grade trees.
All trees within the road reserve are proposed to be protected during
construction by tree protection measures detailed below.
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This report will be supplied to Auckland Council’s Senior Urban Forest Specialist in
support of a separate application for asset owner approval.

9. Tree protection measures
7.1. Prior to commencing construction, the consent holder should obtain the
services of a competent consultant arborist (works arborist) to supervise all
tree-related works within the road reserve.
7.2. Prior to commencing construction, a site meeting should be held between
the works arborist and Councils Senior Urban Forest Specialist to discuss tree
removal, tree protection measures and to agree the location of proposed
mitigation planting.
7.3. Prior to commencing construction, all trees within the road reserve that are
to be protected should be fenced with 1.8m high, rigid-faced protective
fencing on the dripline, securely fixed in place. This protective fencing
should be to the satisfaction of the works arborist. This fencing should not be
moved except with the permission of the works arborist.
7.4. Tree removals should be limited to Tree 2, a Melia tree adjacent to the
proposed parking and delivery entrance to the site. Tree removals should
be undertaken by the contractor nominated by Council’s Urban Forest
Specialist team.
7.5. Upon completion of site works, three new planting pits shall be constructed
to Auckland Transport standards, in consultation with Council’s Urban Forest
Specialist Team. The planting pits should be constructed in the locations
shown in the proposed landscape plan for the site entitled:
•

ABC 194 360 Dominion Road – Landscape Concept Plan for Resource
Consent by Boffa Miskell Ltd dated 25 March 2021

7.6. Tree establishment should be undertaken in the tree planting pits to the
satisfaction of Council’s Urban Forest Specialist team. Suggested species are
puriri (Vitex lucens) and kohekohe (Dysoxylum spectabile). The planted trees
should be 150litre bag size.
7.7. The replacement trees should be maintained by the consent holder for three
years after planting during which time the trees should be replaced if they
should die.
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Gerard Mostert - Consultant
Peers Brown Miller Ltd
26 March 2021
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