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1. Brief
Peers Brown Miller Ltd has been briefed to provide an arborist’s assessment of
the effects of proposed development at 360 Dominion Road on one tree within
the site, and trees on adjacent properties at 111 Grange Road and 86, 1/86,
2/86 and 86A Prospect Terrace, Mount Eden.

2. Proposal
The proposed works require extensive earthworks within the site to accomplish
several development objectives. This will result in the removal of all vegetation
within the site except for the flowering cherry tree in the south eastern corner of
the site which straddles the site boundary with 111 Grange Road.
Works will also be required close to the eastern site boundary to provide an
overland flow path through the development site. This work approaches trees
on neighbouring property.
One tree on the road reserve is proposed to be removed. Works to road reserve
trees will be addressed in a separate report to support an application for tree
asset owner approval.

3. Tree protection
The trees under discussion in this report are not protected by the Auckland
Unitary Plan. The developer of 360 Dominion Road seeks to address any adverse
effects that the proposed works may have on adjacent landowners through
suitable tree protection or mitigation measures.

4. Tree assessment
The trees under assessment are numbered in the marked-up site plan excerpt
below. I was unable to enter 111 Grange Road, so the trees within that property
were assessed as well as possible from 360 Dominion Road. Approximate tree
locations are shown in Fig 1. The tree details are contained in Table 1 below.
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Fig 1 – Marked-up aerial photograph showing tree locations

Peers Brown Miller Limited PO Box 10166 Dominion Rd Auckland 1446
Ph 09 631 7610 www.peersbrownmiller.co.nz

Table 1 – Tree details
Tree dimensions are height x spread x girth in m.
Location refers to the address i.e., 111 = 111 Grange Road, 86a = 86a Prospect Tce, 360 = 360 Dominion Road.
Numbers as shown in Fig 1.
No. Name
Dimensions Structure/
Location
Comment
health
1

Flowering
sp.)

2

cherry

8x8x2

Good

111/360

Healthy, co-dominant tree. Straddles boundary.
Management
strategy required to avoid root disturbance within 360.

Kohuhu
(Pittosporum tenuifolium)

7x5x1

Good

111

Healthy tree hard up against the fence of 111. Avoid cut within 360
immediately adjacent to location.

3

Pin oak
(Quercus palustris)

12 x 16 x
1.5

Good

111

Healthy tree – vigorous, resilient species - in early maturity, sufficient
space, avoid grade changes over rootplate

4

Titoki
(Alectryon excelsus)

7x7x1

Good

111

Healthy tree in early maturity, sufficient space, avoid grade changes
over rootplate. Stands in sufficient open space to tolerate some
disturbance.

5

Magnolia
(Magnolia grandiflora)

6 x 6 x 0.8

Good

86a

Healthy young tree – vigorous tree. Likely to adapt to change due to
young age and existing root constraints.

6

Magnolia
(Magnolia soulangeana)

5 x 4 x 0.6

Fair / good

86a

7

Flowering
sp.)

6x7x1

Fair / good

86a

Mature ornamental in fair health. Stands in narrow space between
fence and house. Not of great significance.
Not of great
significance. Removal recommended to allow for boundary
treatment (wall or fence).
Mature ornamental in fair health. Stands in narrow space between
fence and house. Not of great significance. Removal recommended
to allow for boundary treatment (wall or fence).

8

Tarata
hedge

Up to 5 x 2
x1

Fair

86a

cherry

and

(Prunus

(Prunus

Elaeagnus

Hedges, in places weedy or senescent. Not of great significance.
Removal recommended to allow for boundary treatment (wall or
fence).

Fig 2 – Tree 1 - Flowering cherry tree viewed from the south showing co-dominant structure.
There is an area of open ground to the west of the tree. Keeping this area as undisturbed as
possible, particularly in grade, is likely to provide for the future needs of the tree.

Fig 3 – Tree 1 - View of the trunk marked up to show the property boundary. Photo supplied.
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Fig 4 – Tree 2 – Kohuhu. This tree is hard against the boundary fence. Grade changes within the
immediate vicinity of the tree should be avoided. Installation of a boundary fence may have
adverse effects on the health of the tree, and removal followed by replacement may be a
strategy for more predictable results. Landowner consultation is desirable.
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Fig 5 – Tree 3 – Pin Oak (and Tree 2 at right). This tree is healthy and stands in sufficient open
space to allow for its future health and growth. It is unlikely to be affected by excavation within
360 Dominion Road.
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Fig 6 – Trees 3, 4 and 5. Tree 4 is a healthy titoki and stands in sufficient space to allow for its
health and growth, even if the boundary fence is replaced. Tree 5 is a young magnolia which is
likely to be affected by fence construction and should be removed. Arboricultural supervision is
desirable to protect the titoki tree during works.

Fig 7 – Trees 6 and 7. These trees already have a constrained growth site. Neither tree is of
particular significance and their retention will be difficult while building a boundary wall or
fence.
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Fig 8 – Tree 8 - The remainder of the boundary is in tarata and elaeagnus hedge. This will require
removal to accommodate a boundary treatment – fence or wall.

5. Discussion
Tree 1 can be successfully retained provided that the ground within a 5m radius
of the tree is protected from disturbance. This is particularly the case within 360
Dominion Road where the soil surface should be protected. Grade changes
must be avoided in this area as most tree roots are within the top 300mm of the
soil profile and thus susceptible to damage through grade change. After works
are complete it would be beneficial to lay topsoil and / or mulch within this
area.
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Tree 2 stands hard against the boundary on the eastern side. This is unlikely to
be a tenable growth site for the tree in the long term. Excavation within 360
Dominion Road and fence construction has the potential to disturb the tree
because about half of its rootplate is within the subject site. If the tree is
retained, disturbance of the soil and tree crown is to be avoided, and any works
should be supervised by the works arborist. Tree removal and replacement
should be considered as an option, in consultation with the tree owner.
Tree 3 is located sufficiently far within 111 Grange Road to be unaffected by
works within 360 Dominion Road.
Tree 4 is located sufficiently far within 111 Grange Road to be successfully
retained. The trunk of the tree is at least 1m from the existing boundary fence. if
fence reconstruction is carefully done and supervised by the works arborist the
tree can be retained in good health. A small degree of root pruning may be
necessary, but due to the rocky substrate it is difficult to predict how many roots
will be found. Some light pruning may be necessary to allow for fencing.
Trees 5-7 should be removed as they are likely to be disturbed by fencing works.
Trees 8 – the tarata and Elaeagnus hedges – will need to be removed to allow
for a new boundary treatment (fencing or wall).

6. Conclusion
None of the trees discussed above is protected by the Unitary Plan. The impact
of the proposed tree works is not arboriculturally significant. The best trees have
been retained, and those that are proposed to be removed are in severely
constrained locations.
It will be possible to undertake the proposed works within 360 Dominion Road
without significant adverse effects on the trees to be retained.

7. Tree protection
1. The proposed works should be supervised by a competent consulting arborist
(works arborist).
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2. Excavation within the rootzones of Trees 2 and 4 (kohuhu and titoki trees
located within 111 Grange Road Mt Eden) should be directly supervised by
the works arborist.
3. Excavation and / or grade changes should be avoided within the rootzones
of Trees 2 and 4.
4. Any pruning of Trees 2 and 4 required to facilitate fence construction should
be done by the works arborist in accordance with accepted arboricultural
practice (i.e., no internodal cuts, no more than 25% of the live crown to be
removed, natural form and structure preserved as far as is possible).
5. Any root pruning of Trees 2 and 4 required to facilitate fence construction
should be done by the works arborist in accordance with accepted
arboricultural practice (i.e., roots shall be cleanly severed at the cut face,
and exposed roots shall be protected using damp sacking pinned in place.
6. Any disturbed topsoil or mulch should be replaced once works are complete.
7. If the landowner of 111 Grange Road indicates a preference for the removal
of Tree 2, then a suitable replacement tree and replacement planting
location should be agreed with the landowner. A suitable replacement
would be a 60l bag size native tree.

Gerard Mostert - Consultant
Peers Brown Miller Ltd
18 March 2021
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